
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB


    S.C.O. No. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

Smt. Sawinder Kaur,

Wife of Late Col. J.S. Sandhu (Retd.),

795, Urban, Estate , Phase-1,

Jalandhar.







….Complainant.

Vs

Public Information Officer,

o/o District Education Officer (S),

Jalandhar.







.…Respondent.

CC No. 997 of 2007

ORDER

Present: 
      Smt. Sawinder Kaur, Complainant in person.
Shri Chottey Lal, Junior. Asstt. O/o D.E.O. (S), Jalandhar and  Shri R.P. Singh, Supdt. (S) o/o D.E.O. Jalandhar on behalf of the Respondent.



    The Complainant had demanded information in regard to her service record including details of enquiries conducted against her on the basis of certain complaints.  Receiving no response to her request under RTI Act, the Complainant approached the Commission by way of a complaint under Section 18 RTI Act, 2005, against PIO O/o District Education Officer, Jalandhar.  The Complainant states before us today that the following information had been demanded by her :- 


(i)
Attested copy of Service Book showing leave account.

(ii)
Attested copy of letter of District Education Officer dated    19-3-2002 addressed to the Head Mistress of the  




Govt. High School, Sansarpur, District Jalandhar.  

(iii)      Copy of enquiry conducted in the year 2002 by Shri S.S.    

Atwal, Science Supdt. and the Head Mistress of the school.

(iv)
Copy of enquiry conducted in the year 2004 by an Officer of the Punjab Civil Service, District Grievances Officer, District Jalandhar ( this enquiry was conducted after the superannuation of the Complainant).
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2.

The Complainant states that in respect of Item No.(i), a copy of the service book has been given but it is illegible and is not attested.  Item No.(ii) has been duly delivered.  Item No. (iii) that is enquiry report of the year 2002 has not been delivered.  Item No.(iv) that is copy of enquiry report of 2002 has been duly delivered.

3.                 During the course of hearing, we advised both the parties to sit together for any clarification in regard to the items of information demanded and delivered.  Both parties stated that almost the entire information in question has been duly delivered to the satisfaction of the Complainant.  One part of the information, namely the leave account of the Complainant for the period 19-7-1978 to 10-1-1979 is not immediately in the possession of the Respondent.  He is, however, prepared to deliver this on any day when the Complainant visits his office.

4.
           In view of the above, the request for information under RTI is deemed to have been met.  This matter is accordingly disposed of.



5.

Copies of the order be sent to both the parties.

  (Rajan Kashyap)




    
   
   
    Chief Information Commissioner

Amritsar

Dated: 02.07.2007








Lt. Gen.P.K.Grover (Retd.)







   State Information Commissioner
      STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB


    S.C.O. No. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

Shri Chander Sharma,

# 114, Rani  Ka Bagh,

Amritsar.







..Complainant.

Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o  District Education Officer (Elementary),

Jalandhar.







…Respondent.

CC No. 1033 of 2007

ORDER

Present:  
Shri Chander Sharma, Complainant in person.



Shri Hari Dutt, Deputy Education Officer (E), Jalandhar. 



      On 24-6-2006, the Complainant had made a complaint against Smt. Promila, Incharge Govt. Primary School Santokhpura, District. Jalandhar alleging misappropriation of Government funds.  On 24-10-2006, the Complainant submitted a request under RTI Act, 2005, to the District Education Officer (E), Jalandhar for information on action taken on the complaint.  Receiving no response within the stipulated period of one month, the Complainant has approached the Commission by way of a complaint under Section 18 RTI Act, 2005, seeking intervention of the Commission.  The Respondent states that he is in possession of copy of the report of inquiry conducted into the allegations made by the Complainant.  He delivers a copy of the report to the Complainant in our presence here today. 

2.

The Complainant states that the information delivered to him is incomplete.  We direct that the Complainant should supply to the Respondent within a period of one week the details of deficiencies in respect of the information supplied to him. The Respondent is directed to supply the remaining information to the Complainant within a period of one month.
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3..                  To come up for confirmation of compliance on 13-8-2007.
4.

Complainant seeks information on certain other items which are not mentioned in his original request for information.  As such, we can not take cognisance of this.  The Complainant is free to approach the Public Authority for any further information that he requires by way of a fresh application.
  (Rajan Kashyap)




    
   
   
    Chief Information Commissioner

Amritsar

Dated: 02.07.2007








Lt. Gen.P.K.Grover (Retd.)







   State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB


    S.C.O. No. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

Shri Parminder Singh,

Retd. S.S. Master,

V&PO Kukar Pind,

Distt. Jalandhar.






….Complainant.

Vs

Public Information Officer,

o/o District Education Officer (S),

Jalandhar.







…Respondent.

CC No. 981 of 2007

ORDER


Present: None is present on behalf of the Complainant.

  Shri R.P. Singh, Superintendent on behalf of the Respondent.



   The Respondent states that the information in question is available and he is prepared to deliver it.  This may be done.  The information be sent to the Complaint by post under intimation to the Commission.

2.

The case is disposed of.

3.

 Copies of the order be sent to both the parties. 

  (Rajan Kashyap)




    
   
   
    Chief Information Commissioner

Amritsar

Dated: 02.07.2007








Lt. Gen.P.K.Grover (Retd.)







   State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB


    S.C.O. No. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

Shri Om Parkash,

# 1609/2, Ram Gali,

Katra Ahluwalia,

Amritsar.








….Appellant

Vs

Public Information Officer,

o/o  Commissioner,

Municipal Corporation,

Town Hall, Amritsar.





        …Respondent.

AC No. 167 of 2006

ORDER


Present: Shri Om Parkash, Appellant in person.



     Shri Kashmir Singh, Head Draftsman-cum-APIO O/o Municipal 


     Corporation, Amritsar on behalf of Respondent.


Shri Hussan Lal, IAS – Commissioner, M.C., Amritsar is also present to assist the Commission. 




    On an earlier date of hearing that is 06.02.2007, we had sought the confirmation and compliance of our decision for supply of information to the Appellant.  On a subsequent date of hearing that is 06.06.2007, we had sought to ascertain the system of data management within the Corporation whereby facility was provided to the public for delivery of basic information.

2.

   The Appellant states that he is still not satisfied with the information delivered to him.  Certain details have still not been supplied.  The Respondent is prepared to deliver whatever additional information is demanded.  We direct that the Commissioner, Municipal Corporation, Amritsar may give a personal hearing to the Complainant on 09.07.2007 at 11.00 hours to resolve the matter.  

3.            After the above disposal, we sought to know the details of the management information systems and arrangements for delivery of data to the public from the office of Municipal Corporation, Amritsar. Commissioner, Municipal Corporation, Amritsar informs us that the process of computerization of records is, as yet, at a very preliminary stage in the Corporation.  The Corporation                                                                                               Contd……P/2
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is presently not at a stage where it can immediately retrieve information from its records and deliver the same when demanded by the public.  It is appropriate and in fact essential that public authorities like Municipal Corporation which have a substantial public interaction should upgrade their management information systems for the facility of the public.  We advise the Municipal Corporation, Amritsar to undertake an appraisal of the existing management information systems and if necessary seek external assistance also by way of consultancy for a scientific management of information and dissemination of the same.  Suitable funds should be provided from within the resources of the Municipal Corporation, Amritsar, or by the State Govt. or from any other sources to ensure that a user-friendly facility is available.  We would like a report from the Commissioner, Municipal Corporation, Amritsar on this within a period of six months.  Commissioner, Municipal Corporation, Amritsar informs us that he has already approached the State Govt. for technical and financial support for conducting a study on the lines indicated.  He expects that the State Govt.  would be approving the proposal very shortly. 



4.

In respect of first item that is delivery of specific information sought, this matter will come up for confirmation of compliance on 13-8-2007.  In so far as the systemic improvements in data management are concerned, the Corporation would conduct a study and inform the Commission within a period of six months that is by 31st December, 2007.
5.

To come up for confirmation of compliance on 13-8-2007.
6.

Copies of the orders be sent to both the parties.

  (Rajan Kashyap)




    
   
   
    Chief Information Commissioner

Amritsar

Dated: 02.07.2007








Lt. Gen.P.K.Grover (Retd.)







   State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB


    S.C.O. No. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

Shri Hardeep Singh,

s/o Shri Isher Singh,

c/o M/s Issar Singh & Sons,

Majitha Mandi, Amritsar.










   ….Complainant.

Vs

Public Information Officer,               
O/o Commissioner,

Municipal Corporation,

Amritsar.







   …Respondent.

CC No. 1047 of 2007

ORDER 

Present:  Shri Hardeep Singh, Complainant in person.

Shri Mukesh Chander, Legal Advisor O/o Commissioner, Municipal Corporation, Amritsar on behalf of the Respondent.



      The information demanded by the Complainant relates to the promotion orders of Shri Sanjiv Soni, Legal Advisor, Municipal Corporation, Amritsar.  According to the Respondent this request for information was denied by the Respondent under Section 8 (j) of RTI Act.  Whatever the merits of this denial, the proper course would be for the Complainant to go in appeal to the next higher authority that is the Commissioner, Municipal Corporation, Amritsar. 


2.

    The Complainant states that he had duly filed an appeal before the Commissioner, Municipal Corporation, Amritsar on 30-5-2007 but he did not receive any response and that is why he filed this matter as a complaint under Section 18 of the Act. 
3.

    We find that the period of limitation for the decision of appeal by the Appellate Authority has still not expired.  We, therefore, direct that the Appellate Authority would decide the appeal within the statutorily prescribed period and as per the provisions of law.  A copy of this order be sent to the Appellate Authority (Commissioner, Municipal Corporation, Amritsar) also.  
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4.

The matter is disposed of.  Copies of the order be sent to both the parties as well as the Commissioner, Municipal Corporation, Amritsar.

  (Rajan Kashyap)




    
   
   
    Chief Information Commissioner

Amritsar

Dated: 02.07.2007








Lt. Gen.P.K.Grover (Retd.)







   State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB


    S.C.O. No. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

Dr. Jaspal Singh,

# 13, Rana Mill,

Opp. Sandhu Avenue, 

Chheharta, Amritsar.










….Appellant.

Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o the Registrar,

Guru Nanak Dev University,

Amritsar.







…Respondent.

AC No. 188 of 2007

ORDER

Present: 
Dr. Jaspal Singh, Appellant in person.



Shri Lakhbir Singh, Assistant Registrar Guru  Nanak Dev 



University, Amritsar and Shri Harbhajan Singh , Advocate both on 


behalf of PIO.




    The Appellant had sought information from the Registrar, Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar in regard to appointments of Assistant Registrars in the University.  The Respondent had supplied certain information on the items listed.  Regarding one item namely, ” Why I (Appellant) was not called for the interview?”, the Respondent states that this is a matter of opinion and, thus, is not covered under the RTI Act.  That is the reason, why information in respect of this item had not been delivered.

2.

     We accept the stand of the Respondent.  Information can be given in response to a specific demand on matters of fact.  The information pertaining to facts has been duly delivered.  The Respondent states that if any other information on facts is required, the Appellant is free to make a fresh application.  The Respondent clarifies that whereas initially, appointments to the posts of Assistant Registrars were contemplated from the open marked by direct recruitment and also through promotion, it was later decided by the University not to make any appointments from the open market but to make all appointments of 
                                                                                                           Contd……P/2
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Assistant Registrars by promotion only.  As a consequence of this, no one from the open market was considered for appointment as Assistant Registrar.    

3.

The Complainant, on the other hand, submits that the qualifications of the persons appointed to the posts of Assistant Registrar by promotion should be intimated to him in terms of his request.  We see no reason why this information viz; qualifications of persons promoted as Assistant Registrars be not supplied.
4.

We direct, therefore, that the Respondent should give information to the Complainant, under intimation to the Commission, about the qualifications of the persons promoted as Assistant Registrars.


5.

To come up for confirmation of compliance on 13-8-2007.
6.

Copies of the order be sent to both the parties.
  (Rajan Kashyap)




    
   
   
    Chief Information Commissioner

Amritsar

Dated: 02.07.2007








Lt. Gen.P.K.Grover (Retd.)







   State Information Commissioner
     STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB


    S.C.O. No. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

Dr. Jaspal Singh,

# 13, Rana Mill, 

Opposite Sandhu Avenue,

Chheharta, Amritsar.





….Complainant.

Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Registrar,

Guru Nanak Dev University,

Amritsar.







…Respondent.

CC No. 1014 of 2007

ORDER

Present: 
Dr. Jaspal Singh, Appellant in person.



Shri Lakhbir singh, Assistant Registrar Guru Nanak Dev 



University, Amritsar and Shri Harbhajan Singh , Advocate both on 


behalf of PIO.




     Information in question relates to the number of Government, Govt. Aided and Private Degree Colleges affiliated to Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar

2.

     Information was demanded in respect of six items.   The Complainant states that partial information has been delivered.  The Respondent states that information is required to be collected from a number of colleges and this is being collected.  He demands that the Complaint should pay the cost of correspondence between the university and the colleges.  This plea for payment (by the Complainant) of the amount spent by the Respondent on correspondence is not tenable.  According to RTI Act, the Complainant is required to make payment at the rates stipulated in the rules that is simply Rs. 2/- per page in addition to the application fee of Rs. 10/-.  At the same time, the stipulated period for delivery of information is 30 days.  Since this period has already elapsed, (the original application having been made on 23-2-2007) the Complainant is entitled
Contd…..P/2
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to this information free of cost.  The information in question should be supplied to the Complainant within the next one month.  


3.

To come up for confirmation of compliance on 13-8-2007.
4.

Copies of the order  be sent to both the parties.

  (Rajan Kashyap)




    
   
   
    Chief Information Commissioner

Amritsar

Dated: 02.07.2007








Lt. Gen.P.K.Grover (Retd.)







   State Information Commissioner
SATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB


    S.C.O. No. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

Shri Surinder Mohan Gupta,

B-18/132, Purian Mohalla,

Sheikhan Gali, Batala.





….Complainant.

Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o District Education Officer (S),

Gurdaspur.







…Respondent.

CC No. 1015 of 2007

ORDER

Present: 
Shri Surinder Mohan Gupta, Complainant in person.


Shri Amandeep Sawhney, Clerk O/o District Education Officer (S), 


Gurdaspur.



We find that the Respondent is represented by a Clerk.  A Clerk is a very junior person and is in no position to make any statement on behalf of the PIO.  This matter, therefore, is adjourned.
2.

   The Respondent would ensure that PIO or APIO is present on the next date of hearing.
3.

   To come up on 13-8-2007. Copies of the order be sent to both the parties.


  (Rajan Kashyap)




    
   
   
    Chief Information Commissioner

Amritsar

Dated: 02.07.2007








Lt. Gen.P.K.Grover (Retd.)







   State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB


    S.C.O. No. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

Shri Ranjeet Singh,

s/o Shri Karnail Singh,

R/o Adda Gagobua,

Tehsil & Distt. Tarn Taran.










….Complainant.

Vs

Public Information Officer,

o/o  Registrar,

Births & Deaths,

Municipal Corporation,

Amritsar.










…Respondent.

CC No. 1019 of 2007

ORDER

Present:  
Shri Ranjeet Singh, Complainant in person.



Shri Bhawani Shanker, APIO O/o Commissioner, M.C., Amritsar 


on behalf of the Respondent..



Shri Hussan Lal, IAS, Commissioner, M.C. Amritsar is himself 


also present to assist the Commission. 




     The Complainant states that he had sought information under RTI Act, 2005, regarding an inquiry into his own complaint made before the Commissioner, Municipal Corporation, Amritsar alleging fictitious entries of birth in the register of the Corporation.  

2.

     During the course of hearing, it transpires that an inquiry was indeed conducted into the complaint.  Commissioner, Municipal Corporation, Amritsar informs us that he is personally seized of the matter.  He is of the view that prima-facie it appears that certain irregularities have occurred in the listing of names in the Birth & Death register.  He has sought legal advice on the appropriate action that can be taken to remedy the errors and also about the administrative action which could be initiated against the officials responsible for the lapse.  This action by the Commissioner, M.C. Amritsar would in any case continue.  It has no bearing on the serving of the request for information.  
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3.

In so far as the supply of information is concerned, Complainant states that he had been duly entertained by the Commissioner, M.C. Amritsar on several occasions.  He insists, however, that a copy of the inquiry report be given

as this would help him in some legal matters where he has to prove his plea regarding the birth of his niece (sister’s daughter).

4.

In so far as the action on the inquiry report of the Municipal Corporation is concerned, this is a matter entirely within the administrative control of the Commissioner, Municipal Corporation, Amritsar.

5.

The Respondent is prepared to deliver a copy of the inquiry report.  This be done immediately within a period of 15 days.  

6.

To come up for confirmation of compliance on 13-8-2007.  Copies of the order be sent to both the parties.

  (Rajan Kashyap)




    
   
   
    Chief Information Commissioner

Amritsar

Dated: 02.07.2007








Lt. Gen.P.K.Grover (Retd.)







   State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB


    S.C.O. No. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

Shri Ravi Kumar, 

General Secretary,

Jan Chetna Mandal (Regd.),

Bablu Studio, Near Main Post Office,

Nakodar, Distt. Jalandhar.





….Complainant.

Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Executive Officer,

Municipal Council,

Nakodar, Diustt. Jalandhar.




…Respondent.

CC No. 1034 of 2007

ORDER

Present:  
Shri Ravi Kumar, Complainant in person.



Shri S.S. Randhawa, Executive Officer, Municipal Council,



Nakodar, Distt. Jalandhar.


 In this case, the Respondent states that no application under RTI Act, 2005, has been made before PIO of the Municipal Council, Nakodar.  In case an application is made to the PIO, he is prepared to supply the information.  

2.

The Complainant is free to meet the PIO, Municipal Council, Nakodar on 09.07.2007 at 11.00 A.M. and make the necessary application.  
3.

The case is disposed of.  Copies of the order be sent to both the parties.


  (Rajan Kashyap)




    
   
   
    Chief Information Commissioner

Amritsar

Dated: 02.07.2007








Lt. Gen.P.K.Grover (Retd.)




     State Information Commissioner
