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Book on RTI and Good
Governance Presented
to Punjab Governor
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Chandigarh: The book R77 and Good
Governance, published by the Punjab State
Information Commission and authored by
Harpreet Sandhu, State Information
Commissioner, Punjab, was presented to
Punjab Governor and Chandigarh
Administrator Gulab Chand Kataria at Lok
Bhawan, Chandigarh, on Monday.

The book was presented by Inderpal Singh
Dhanna, Chief Information Commissioner,
Punjab, accompanied by Harpreet Sandhu
and D. K. Tewari, IAS, Additional Chief
Secretary, Good Governance, Punjab.

Dedicated to the Right to Information (RTI)
Act, 2005, the book highlights the
importance of transparency, accountability,
citizen empowerment and good governance.
It documents the evolving role of the RTI
framework in strengthening public
administration and promoting informed
citizen participation.



During the presentation, Governor Gulab
Chand Kataria acknowledged the
publication and appreciated it as a positive
initiative by the Punjab State Information
Commission towards strengthening the
implementation of the RTI framework and
promoting good governance through
effective enforcement of the RTI Act, 2005.

The book carries special messages from
Chief Justice of India Justice Surya Kant,
Punjab Governor and Chandigarh
Administrator Gulab Chand Kataria, and Raj
Kumar Goyal, IAS (Retd.), Chief Information
Commissioner of India. These messages
highlight the constitutional and democratic
significance of the Right to Information and
its role in strengthening transparency and
accountability in public institutions.

The publication has also received
endorsements from Wajahat Habibullah,
India’s first Chief Information
Commissioner, and Rajan Kashyap, Punjab’s
first Chief Information Commissioner.

Authored by Harpreet Sandhu under the
patronage of the Punjab State Information
Commission, R7TT and Good Governance
seeks to enhance public awareness of the
RTI framework, encourage its responsible
implementation and foster a culture of
transparency and accountability in public
institutions.

The presentation of the book at Lok Bhawan
provided an opportunity to reflect on the
progress made under the RTI Act and
reaffirm the importance of its effective
implementation in the larger public interest.
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Chief Justice of India

and promptitude are indispensable to the credibility of the entire edifice. | am confident
that the Commission will continue to discharge its responsibility with wisdom and

resolve, and that this thoughtful endeavour will deepen our collective understanding of

o

- aguaranteeatthe very heart of good governance.
JUSTICE SURYA KANT

MESSAGE Chief Justice of India
Itis with great pleasure that | extend my warm greetings to the Punjab State Information
Commission on the release of its commemorative booklet, "RTl and Good Governance". 19, A“b"igi’i‘;‘{ ;‘7‘; ;?‘.;(')’i" 10011
Few enactments in the life of our Republic have so profoundly reshaped the relationship justice.suryakant(@sci.nic.in

between the individual and the State as the Right to Information Act, 2005. Yet the right

to know is of far older lineage. The Supreme Court had long discerned it within the

Gz

of speech and expression, declaring that disclosure must be the rule and secrecy
the exception.

The RTI Act clothed that principle in enduring institutional form. In the two decades
since, it has nurtured an informed citizenry and given substance to the constitutional
promise that those who wield public power remain answerable to the people in whose

name itis held. Its mand

or proactive y speaks to a nobler aspiration still,

one in which candour is the natural condition of administration and accountability the

bedrockof civic trust.

Information Commissioners bear the delicate task of reconciling the claims of access with
those of privacy and other legitimate interests, while preserving, as Parliament

envisioned, the paramountcy of the democraticideal. Theirindependence, impartiality,
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Chief Information Commissioner

MESSAGE

Itgives meimmense pleasure to learn that the booklet titled "RTI and Good Governance',
authored by Shri Harpreet Sandhu, State Information Commissioner, Punjab, is being
brought out on the occasion of Right to Information Day - 2026 at Chandigarh under the
patronage of ShriInderpal Singh Dhanna, Chief Information Commissioner, Punjab.

The Right to Information Act, 2005 has emerged as a transformative instrument for
promoting transparency, accountability and meaningful citizen participation in the
functioning of public authorities. Over the years, the RTI framework has empowered
citizenstoaccessinformation and foster enhanced opennessin public administration.

| am informed that the booklet seeks to highlight the evolving role and enduring
significance of the Right to Information Act in fostering a culture of transparency and
accountability. It also reflects upon the contemporary challenges and opportunities in
ensuring the effective and meaningfulimplementation of the Act.

| am confident that this publication will contribute to greater awareness and
understanding of the RTI framework and inspire various stakeholders to further advance
the cause of transparency, accountability and citizen-centric governance.

| convey my warmest wishes to the Chief Information Commissioner and the State
Information Commissioners of Punjab for this commendable endeavour and wish the
publication every success.

Raj Kumar Goyal IAS (Retd.)

Chief Information Commissioner of India
New Delhi



