STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB

SCO No. 84-85, SECTOR-17-C,CHANDIGARH.
(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Hitender Jain,

C/o Resurgence India,

903,Chander Nagar,

Civil Lines,Ludhiana- 141 001





Complainant







Vs

Public Information Officer,
O/o Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana.




 Respondent

CC No.2499/2008

Present:
Shri Hitender Jain, Complainant, in person.



Shri Devinder Singh, PCS,Joint Commissioner-cum-PIO, and 



Shri H.S.Khosa,Executive Engineer, on behalf of the Respondent.

ORDER

1.

Heard both the parties.

2.

As per directions given on the last date of hearing, i.e. 23.12.2008, Shri Devinder Singh, PCS,Joint Commissioner-cum-PIO and Shri H.S.Khosa, Executive Engineer attended the proceedings and state that as per observations submitted by the Complainant, complete information has been supplied to the Complainant.

3.

The Complainant states that he has received complete information and he is satisfied with the information supplied to him. He further states that this is a fit case for imposing penalty as the information has been delayed due to initial denial of the information by the APIO; and he may be compensated for the determent suffered by him for getting the information.

4.

I, therefore, call upon the Respondent-PIO Shri Devinder Singh, PCS,Joint Commissioner, Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana to show cause why 
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the penalty  be not imposed on him under Section 20 of the RTI Act, 2005 for failure/delay/initial denial of information. He is also directed to show cause why suitable compensation be not awarded to the Complainant under Section 19(8) (b) of the RTI Act, 2005 for detriment and loss suffered by him on account of delay in supply of information. The Respondent is directed to file an affidavit showing cause as afore-mentioned by 3.2.2009, with a copy to the opposite party. He is also directed to give names of the Predecessor-PIOs since the date of the application of the Complainant, i.e. 25.8.2008 to ascertain whether the delay in supply of information has been caused by the Predecessor-PIOs. He is also directed to supply the names of deemed PIO(s)/APIO(s) from 25.8.2008 till date.

5.

To come up for consideration of the question regarding imposition of penalty and award of compensation on 3.2.2009.
6.

Copies of the order be sent to both the parties and to the PIO-Joint Commissioner, Shri Devinder Singh, PCS, Executive Engineer, Shri H.S.Khosa and the APIO (Nodal Hqrs), Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana.

Sd/-


Place:  Chandigarh.
                                         Surinder Singh

Dated:  22. 01. 2009

                 State Information Commissioner

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB

SCO No. 84-85, SECTOR-17-C,CHANDIGARH.
(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Hitender Jain,

C/o Resurgence India,

903,chander Nagar,

Civil Lines,Ludhiana- 141 001





Complainant







Vs

Public Information Officer,
O/o Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana.




 Respondent

CC No.2500/2008

Present:
Shri Hitender Jain, Complainant, in person.

Shri Devinder Singh, PCS,Joint Commissioner-cum-PIO, Shri H.S.Khosa,Executive Engineer, on behalf of the Respondent, Shri Hartej Singh, Supdt and Shri Harish Bhagat, Legal Assistant-cum-APIO(Hqrs)

ORDER

1.

The case was last heard on 23.12.2008, when it was directed that the PIO will file an affidavit on the next date of hearing explaining reasons as to why penalty be not imposed upon him for delay in supply of  information and also as to  why compensation be not given to the Complainant for the detriment suffered by him.

2.

As per the directions, Shri Devinder Singh, PCS, Joint Commissioner-cum-PIO, Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana placed on record affidavit dated 21st January, 2009 explaining his position and tenders his un-conditional apology for the inconvenience suffered by the Complainant. PIO
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further states that the delay in supply of information is never intentional and deliberate and the Complainant has been facilitated with free of cost information as provided under Section 7(6) of the RTI Act, 2005. PIO further states that this is for kind information of the Commission that the Deponent has recently joined as Joint Commissioner in Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana and the Deponent has been appointed as Public Information Officer vide Order No.300/PS, dated 27th November,2008, since then the Deponent has taken every kind of measure to supply information to the Applicant timely. He further states that he is monitoring the work of the APIOs and the directions have been issued to all the APIOs and other officers to receipt the applications which are filing under the RTI Act 2005 and ensures that the citizens may not suffer any harassment. All the PIOs and officials concerned have also been directed to attend the Hon’ble Commission’s cases, which relates to them along with APIO(Hq), so that proper  reply/ record can be submitted timely to avoid any delay or adverse order.

3.

Shri Hitender Jain, Complainant also made a written submission dated 22.1.2009 which is perused in the Court today. After deliberations, it is directed that Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana may appoint all the Executive Engineers/SDOs as PIOs/APIOs and SEs as First Appellate Authority. It is also directed that the Joint Commissioners of respective Branches may be made PIOs and the Commissioner, Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana will be the first Appellate Authority. It is also directed that all the PIOs/APIOs will accept the
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applications of their respective Zones as per Punjab Government Rules/RTI Act, 2005.

4.

The Commission has received complaints from the Public that the PIOs/APIOs are not receiving the applications and they do not behave properly with the Complainants/Appellants. Necessary instructions may also be issued by the Commissioner, M.C.Ludhiana to deal the cases of RTI Act properly and they should attend hearings in the Commission. Efforts may be made to decide the cases before the First Appellate Authority to avoid un-necessary delay. It is also directed that some Seminars may be got organized from some Agency for the training of PIOs/APIOs and other Officer/officials.

5.

To come up for consideration of the question regarding imposition of penalty and award of compensation on 3.2.2009.
6.

Copies of the order be sent to both the parties. 

         Sd/-



Place:  Chandigarh.
                                         Surinder Singh

Dated:  22. 01. 2009

                 State Information Commissioner

