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Sh. Ramesh Inder Singh, Chief Information Commissioner Punjab addressing the Seminar on

RTI in Panjab Agricultural University, Ludhiana

Sh. Ramesh Inder Singh, Chief Information Commissioner Punjab addressing the Seminar on

RTI at Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar
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Hon'ble Chief Minister Punjab, S. Parkash Singh Badal releasing the Punjabi version of RTI Act, Also seen are

Sh. Ramesh Inder Singh, Chief Information Commissioner (L) and Sh. Darbara Singh Guru , Principal Secretary to Chief Minister.
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Cases Received From October 2005 to

31.12.2010

Percentage of Appeal Cases/ Complaint Cases
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MINUTES OF THIRD MEETING OF FULL COMMISSION HELD ON 08.02.2010 AT 12.30

P.M. IN THE OFFICE ROOM OF CHIEF INFORMATION COMMISSIONER PUNJAB,

CHANDIGARH.

PRESENT:

Draft Annual Reports of the State Information Commission Punjab for the

years 2007 and 2008:

1. Sh. P.K Verma, State Information Commissioner Punjab;

2. Sh.Surinder Singh, State Information Commissioner Punjab;

3. Sh.Kulbir Singh, State Information Commissioner Punjab;

4. Lt. Genl. (Retd) P.K.Grover, State Information Commissioner Punjab

5. Sh. P.P.S.Gill, State Information Commissioner Punjab;

6. Sh.Darbara Singh Kahlon, State Information Commissioner Punjab;

7. Mrs.Jaspal Kaur, State Information Commissioner Punjab.

Leave of absence was granted to SICs Mrs. Rupan Bajaj and Mrs. Ravi Singh.

Before taking up the formal agenda, the Commission was briefed regarding the proposed

function to release Punjabi translation of the RTI Act by Hon'ble Chief Minister, Punjab on

11 February. The Commission also reviewed the disposal and pendency of Appeal and

Complaint Cases. It was noted with satisfaction that during the year 2009, 5543 cases were

disposed of by the Commission, against fresh institution of 5098 cases. At the close of the

year on 31.12.09, only 1301 cases were pending for disposal. In the current year, in the

month of January, 507 cases were disposed against fresh institution of 307 cases. The

Commission observed that a close watch may be kept by all concerned on old cases,

particularly those pending for more than 6 months.

Thereafter formal agenda items were taken up serial-wlse:-

1.

The draft of the Annual Reports of the Commission for the years 2007 and 2008 as

finalized by the Sub-Committee of Sh. P.K. Verma and Sh. PPS Gill and placed on the table

were perused by all present and discussed. On consideration of the draft reports, the

Commission approved the same with the observation that the opening pages of the two

reports are similar. Therefore, the opening pages of the report for the year 2008 may be

suitably revised. The Commission requested Sh. P.K.Verma and Sh. PPS Gill, members of

th
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the sub-committee to undertake this exercise. The Commission also thanked Sh. Verma

and Sh. Gill for the efforts put by them to finalise the draft reports.

It was also decided that CIC would contribute a 'Foreword' to the reports.

The Commission also decided that the two reports should be sent to the Government for

further action at its end.

2.

The final draft of the State Information (Management Regulations) 2010, as

approved by the sub-committee of the Commission was consideration by the Commission

and approved with minor amendments. The approved Management Regulations are

enclosed at Annexure-1. The Commission further decided that these Regulations shall

come into force w.e.f.01.04.201 O. Due publicity may be given to these Regulations so that

people become aware of the procedures, documentations etc. The Registry should also be

suitably strengthened to cope with the additional work.

3.

The Secretary to the Commission apprised the Commission regarding receipt of

funds from Government of India under the Centrally Sponsored Plan Schemes and

expenditure incurred so far.

The Commission noted that Rs.3.50 lacs, out of a total of Rs.5.00 lacs, received by

the SICP, a good part had been utilized for Seminars / mass contact awareness

programmes pertaining to propagation of RTI Act, which were organized at the initiative of

the Commission. Some more such seminars are scheduled to be held in February and

March. It was decided that the balance amount should be utilized within the current

financial year so that funds may be availed from Government of India. The CIC asked the

SICs to participate in. these Seminars / mass contact programmes in association with

District Administrations and Educational Institutions. The SICs may take initiative to

organize these programmes as per their convenience.

The Commission was briefed about allocation of funds for e-enablement. The issue

was discussed and it was decided that rather than placing funds amounting to Rs.

10,72,240/- with Punjab Info Tech for purchase of computers, lap tops etc., it was decided

that the issue should be considered by the committee for Monitoring & Systems under the

Consideration of Final Draft of the "State Information Commission, Punjab

(Management) Regulations 2010"

Progress regarding Centrally Sponsored Schemes.
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chairmanship of Lt. Genl. (Retd.) P.K.Grover, SIC. Sh Surinder Singh, SIC who has a

technical background was opted as a member of this sub-committee. The Secretary to the

Commission will be its member Secretary and in his absence, MFA may coordinate. The

sub-committee shall examine the configuration of the proposed PCs / Lap Tops, and

finalise the purchases, after observing due formalities. It was noted that direct purchase

may work out cheaper and would also be able to provide post-purchase service direct to the

Commission, rather than through a third party. It was also observed that private hardware

companies were giving lot of incentives on purchase of hardware and software, which

should be availed by the Commission, rather than Infotech Corporation. It was, therefore,

decided to with-hold deposit of Rs.1 0,72,240/- to Info Tech Punjab and examine the issue

for direct purchase. The Commission empowered the sub-committee to finalise the

purchase at the earliest so that the utilization certificate could be sent to Govt. of India for

availing the balance grant.

The CIC apprised that NIC had come forward to assist the Commission to establish

video conferencing facility, the proposal for which is awaited. The video conferencing

facility was proposed to be set up in Court Room NO.1 in the main office building. All

present agreed that initially the video conferencing should be linked up with selected 4-5

Districts on experimental basis and after successful launch, it could be extended to cover

all districts of the State.

4.

The issue of shortage of staff, quick turnover of the staff and their grievances were

raised by SICs. The Commission was of the unanimous view that some concrete action

was needed for creating additional posts for which a proposal is pending with the

government, to make the salary structure attractive so that employees turnover is not quick

for the contractual as well as for the outsourced staff of the Commission.

The earlier policy framed by the committee on Personnel & Training headed by Sh.

P.K. Verma had recommended grant of 5% annual increment on successful completion of

one year, which had been discontinued on a reference from the government. It was decided

to reconsider the issue and if need be to take a formal decision by the Commission in this

regard. Sh. P.K.Verma, who had resigned from the Chairmanship of the sub-committee

agreed to continue to chair the same with SIC, Sh. Kulbir Singh, as Co-Chairman of the

committee on Personnel & Training. The sub-committee may go into these pending issues

and put up a consolidated proposal for up-ward revision of salaries and incentive to both

contractual as well as to outsourced employees of the Commission before the next meeting

Miscellaneous.
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of the Full Commission.

The Commission noted that Sh. Grewal, Secretary to the Commission has been

relieved of his charge, on completion of his deputation period of three years. The

Commission noted with appreciation the services rendered by Sh. Grewal during the period

he served with the Commission.

Meting ended with a vote of thanks to the chair.



The State Information Commission, Punjab (Management)

Regulations, 2010

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 15(4) of the right to information Act,

2005 (Act 22 of 2005) and all other provisions in theAct enabling in this behalf, Punjab State

Information Commission hereby makes the following regulations for management of the

affairs of the State Information Commission so as to enable it to function effectively

(i) These Regulations may be called the Punjab Information Commission

(Management) Regulations, 2010.

(ii) They shall come into force with effect from 1stApril, 2010.

(iii) Appeals and complaints which have already been filed before the date of

commencement of these regulations and have been found in order and are already

registered before this date will be proceeded with as before and shall not abate for

any infirmity therein but these regulations will be applicable for any prospective

action even in regard to such pendingAppeals and Complaints.

2 Definitions:- In these regulations unless the context otherwise requires -

(a) "Act" means the Right to InformationAct, 2005 (Act 22 of 2005).

(b) "Appellant" means an appellant u/s 19 of theAct and a Complainant means a

"complainant" u/s 18 of theAct.

(c) "Commission" means the State Information Commission Punjab.

(d) "Chief Information Commissioner" means the State Chief Information

Commissioner appointed under theAct.

Chapter-1: Short Title and Commencement:-
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(e) "SPIO" / "PIO" in case of the Punjab means an officer designated by a public

authority under section 5(1) of the Act and a State Assistant PIO means a

StateAssistant PIO so designated or notified under Section 5(2) of theAct.

(f) "Decision" includes an order, direction or determination of an issue.

(g "First Appellate Authority" means an authority so appointed or notified by the

public authority under the Act and includes a head of the office or the head of

the public authority if no first appellate authority is appointed or notified.

(h) "Information Commissioner" means a State Information Commissioner

appointed under theAct.

(i) A single Bench means a bench constituted by Chief Information

Commissioner of one Information Commissioner to hear Second

Appeals or Complaints.

(ii) A Division Bench means a Bench constituted by Chief Information

commissioner of two Commissioners sitting together to hear second

Appeals/Complaints.

(iii) Full Bench means a Bench constituted by Chief Information

Commissioner of three or more Commissioners sitting together to

hear SecondAppeals/Complaints.

(i) "Prescribed" means prescribed by or under the Act or under the Rules of

Regulations.

(j) "Records" mean the aggregate of papers relating to an Appeal or Complaint

including pleadings, rejoinders, comments, proceedings, documentary or

oral evidence decision orders and all other documents filed with or annexed

to an Appeal or Complaint or submitted subsequently in connection with

suchAppeal or Complaint

(k) "Registry" means the Registry of the Commission comprising the

Registrar(s), Additional Registrar(s), Joint Registrar(s), who may be

appointed from time to time in the Commission.
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(j) "Registrar" means the Registrar of the Commissioner and unless the

context otherwise includes an Additional Registrar a Joint Registrar a

Deputy Registrar or anAssistant Registrar or anAssistant Registrar.

(m) "Regulation" means Regulations framed herein.

(n) "Representative" means a person duly authorized by or on behalf of any

of the parties to the proceedings or interveners and may include a Legal

Practitioner.

(o) "Respondent" includes an intervener or a third party or a party

impleaded by the Commission.

(p) "Rules" mean the Rules harmed by the State Government under

Section 27 of the Act or by the competent authority under Section 28 of

theAct.

(q) "Section" means section of theAct;

(r) Words and expressions used herein but not defined shall have the same

meaning as defined in theAct.

The Chief Information Commissioner may

designate one or more of its officers in the Commissioner to function as

Registrars of the Commission. He may also designate other officers of the

Commission to act as Additional Registrar(s). Joint Registrar(s) Deputy

Registrar(s) or Assistant Registrar(s) and provide other staff that may be

necessary or assist the Registrars in the performance or their duties and

responsibilities.

(i) The Registrar shall be the Chief Executive of the Commissioner on the judicial

side. Any communication addressed to him will be deemed to the addressed

the Commission.

Chapter - II Officers of the Commission and their functions

3. Appointment of Registrar :

4. Powers and functions of the Registrar :
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R.I. Singh,
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Note:- * At Sr.no. 34 and 14, 54 applications and 14 applications were transferred by other departments without fees, respectively.
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(RD)

(RD)

Panchayats

(LD)

(M)

(C)

(HQ)

(EP)

(WP)

Nabha

Engineer (PRC)
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