PUNJAB STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION
Red Cross Building, Near Rose Garden,
Sector 16, Chandigarh.
Ph: 0172-2864101, Helpline 0172-2864100
Email: pcic20@punjabmail.gov.in Visit us: www.infocommpunijab.com

Sh. Rakesh Kumar Gupta, Advocate
8/237, Jagraon Road,
Mandi Mullanpur,
Distt Ludhiana
M: 9814924851
V/s
Sh. Charanjeet Singh,
Executive Officer-
-cum-Public Information Officer,
O/o Executive Officer,
Nagar Council,
Mullanpur Dakha, Distt Ludhiana

Encl. RTI Application

First Appellate Authority,

O/o Director, Local Government, Punjab
Municipal Bhawan, Sector 35-A

Plot No. 03, Chandigarh

Appeal Case No. 258 Of 2021

Present: None on behalf of the appellant.

..... Appellant

....Respondents

Sh. Kulwinder Singh, Data Entry Operator (9876323386) on behalf of the

respondent.
ORDER

The above mentioned case was earlier heard by Sh. Asit Jolly, State

Information Commissioner, Punjab on 06.06.2024. thereafter, this case was allocated to the

undersigned Bench and fixed for hearing on 15.10.2025 but was not heard due to

administrative reasons. Accordingly, a notice of hearing was issued to the parties for hearing

today i.e. 08.01.2026.

2. The appellant sought the following information:
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ed within 48 hours U/s 7(1) to expose rampant corruption in m
on journalist and RTI Activist with police and political Da"e(:l;:g:
of the applicant is at risk. This FIR against the some p' o

including a MC and the brother of the president of the MC Dakha U/s 307, 3798, 1208 IPC is a r;(a 'yf
registered. The applicant still risks death threat from persons exposed by me. Illegal buuders,d -
and Councillors of MC might be persons behind attack on applicant Including its president an .
Even yesterday (on 14-7-2020) I was forced to visit MC Office Mullanpur secured by police party a;

was tipped that I may face another attack today. Due to police the EO and president of MC Dakha

changed the type of attack to escape from my RTI Applications

(Section 7 (1) of RTI Act states that: Provided tha

iiberty of @ person, the same shall be provided within forty-eight hours of the receipt of the request.

Under the political pressure the police department in convenience with the accused seems o help the accused of
FIR No. 90 registered at PS Dakha on 1-6-2019 in which fatal attack on the application was made)

The Information is urgently requir
Dakha leading to murderous attack
due to which the life and liberty

t where the information sought for concerns the life or

(5) Particulars of Information required: -
(a) Subject matter of information:

Architect Nikita Gupta in ULB of Mullanpur Dakha and attempt to stop A
applications in the ULB of Mulianpur Dakha. Status of PB-PGRAMS complaint No. PBLOC/E/2020/00363. Dispute

reports in building plan of online file No. PB/LDH/Mulla/25511. Concept of Deemed to approved and auto
uption by the Building branch officials, €O

approval of building plans. The information is required expose the corr
and the president of the MC using arm-twisting tactics to extort money from architects and their clients.

Regarding cancellation of Empaneiment and Debarnng of
dvocate Rakesh Kumar Gupta to file RTI

(b) The period to which the information relates**: 1-1-2020 till providing of Information.
©) Specify details of information required*™*:

Certified copies of Jaw/rules regarding debarring of architects to practice under an ULB and process to be
adopted for debarring them. PIs provide copies of section and subsections of law/rules. Though "“Punjab
mMunicipal Building Bye-Laws 2018” is there on the website of Local Govt. Punjab but I am not able to
jocate it so please mention section and subsections of rules/law.

" Certified copies of law/rules regarding passing a resolution against an Architect to debar from practice by

2 house in ULB and process to be adopted for passing such resolution. Pls provide copies of section and
subsections of law/rules. Though “Punjab Municipal Building Bye-Laws 2018” is there on the website of
Local Govt. Punjab but 1 am not able to locate it so please mention section and subsections of rules/law.

Certified copies of law/rules regarding attempt to stop a person from filing RTI applications by passing a
resolution against the person by a house In ULB and process to be adopted for passing such resolution
with @ ULB. Pis provide copies of section and subsections of law/rules. Being a advocate, 1 have access (o
all Acts and law but I am not able to locate it so please mention section and subsections of the concerned

rules/law.

w Certified copies of law/rules of taking action against house of MC or any individual/organisation/
department for their attempt made to stop a person from filing RTI applications by passing a
resolution/order against the person. Pls provide coples of section and subsections of law/rules. Being a

advocate, 1 have access to all Acts and law but T am not able o locate it so please mention section and

subsections of the concerned rules/law.
v Certified copies of records pertaining to authority having power to allow architects (B. Arch. and
members of COA) to practice under an ULB and/or to disallow them to practice. Though “"Punjab

there on the website of Local Govt. punjab but I am not avle to

Municipal Building Bye-Laws 2018” IS
lease mention section and subsections of rules/law

m

locate the name and designation of "Authority", SO P
vi. Certified copies of records pertaining to authority having power to allow architects (Engmneers, Diploma
der an ULB and/or to disallow them to practice Though “Punjab

holoers, supervisors) to practice un



mailto:pcic20@punjabmail.gov.in
http://www.infocommpunjab.com/

PUNJAB STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION
Red Cross Building, Near Rose Garden,
Sector 16, Chandigarh.
Ph: 0172-2864101, Helpline 0172-2864100
Email: pcic20@punjabmail.gov.in Visit us: www.infocommpunijab.com

Appeal Case No. 258 Of 2021

/
1 A
2 =

. ws 20187 Is thpl‘ on the website of tocal Govt. Punjab but | am not abie to |
Kl L =

Municipal Buliding Bye-L . Y <o please mention section and subsections of rules/law e
JOcEve (e DAt a."d.lj.e“:f’T:‘c’g:‘d?’a:c;ﬂr'(‘;;cl\lvn}ol fs'nann.‘l l0ss cavsed to MC Dakha by Ar Nikita G ’
W O celtReS S “I\Lulectx and certified copies of notices sent to her and other approved archies¥
and other approved arc 1 regarding disputed burlding plans and reports of JE and AME/ME mentioned in
oo orulem;:lé No (PB/LDH/MUIIB/BSSII, Provide copies of ntimation given to Af Nikita Guptd
el P9 ?:t':fes' madé py her in Building plans and copy of notice sent to her for gving an
x’g;:?::wrg‘:h:) ;el'hearﬂ as per provisions of sections 3.14.1 (a)(7) of "Punjab Municipal Building Bye-
- : jon of any other Act.
Lawes. 2016 oF SR anrrj:g:e::asls\flt:)cl’:ng lheycoverable area of online file No. PB/LDH/Mulla/25511 of Ar
de details of official who caiculated the

. Certified copies of recoros !
B Nuekltla Guptg and the result of the calculations done. Provi

coverable area. Though punjab Municipal Building Bye-Laws 2018 Is there on the website of Local Govt.
Punjab but I am not able o locate the calculation table 50 please mention section and subsections of

X rwu‘:vslgzwcémned record (with date) of submission of building plan online file No PB/L{?.H,/MNH.W"‘"»“,‘.'. and
" 4ate since pending with MC Dakha. Applicability of section 3.14.2 of the the "Punjab Municipal
Building Bye-Laws 2018". Copy of report of detecting discrepancies in Building plan . copy of notice
with date of issue and date of delivery of notice. Copy of of order of debarring the architect, Copy of
resolution passed by MC, copy of show cause notice given to Ar. Nikita Gupta, Copy of complaints,
representations and replies sent by Ar. Nikita Gupta to branches in and to directorate of Local Govt.
Punjab, DDLG Ludhiana, MC Dakha, present status of the case and all complaints, representations and
replies.
1. Cepr‘tiﬂed copies of records available office including all correspondence made by the ULB Mullanpur Dakha
(Municipal Council) and branches in directorate of Local Govt. Punjab and DDLG Ludhiana regarding
kita Gupta and debarring her to practice her

cancellation of self certification empanelment of AR Ni .
profession in MC Mullanpur Dakha for a year and thereafter for whole life by passing a resolution in house

of MC Dakha. Pls provide the copy complete file sent by MC Dakha and the decision of DDLG Ludhiana

and branches in directorate of Local Govt. Punjab.
xi.  Crovide certified copies of all proceedings initiated against Advocate Rakesh Kumar Gupta and Architect

Nikita Gupta by the MC Dakha and House of MC Dakha.

iii.  Prowide certified copies of law having provision of Concept of Deemed to approved and Auto approval of
puilding plans as given in “Punjab Municipal Building Bye-Laws 2018“ and process of cancellation of
Deemed to approved and Auto approval of building plans. Though “Punjab Municipal Building Bye-Laws
2018 is there on the website of Local Govt. Punjab but I am not able to locate the section and

subsections of rules/law.
xiv.  Provide certified copies records regarding fixing of officials responsible whose negligence lead tc Deemed
to approved building plans and process of collection or recovering the fees of such building plans. Though
is there on the website of Local Govt. Punjab but I am not

“punjab Municipal Building Bye-Laws 2018"
tion section and subsections of rules/law.

able to locate the calculation table so please men
resentations/applications filed by Advocate Rakesh Kumar Gupta and

xv. Provide certified copies of rep
Architect Nikita Gupta regarding the debarring of Ar. Nikita Gupta and her client's building plans to whom
notices have been issued by MC Dakha and copy of action taken on them. provide and inquiry and action
de receipt and dispatch registers of these correspondences.

taken report of department. Also provi
provide certified copies PB-PGRAMS complaint No. PBLOC/E/2020/00363. Provide copies of

correspondence made regarding the complaint and the present status of the complaint. Provide copy of
rules regarding the time frame to completing the inquiry in complaint sent to Punjab Govt. Public
Grievance portal and the consequences of unexplainable delay in completing the inquiry of complaint.

xvii.  In case part of the information sought by the applicant pertains to some other PIO, the application be

transferred to him U/s 6 (3) of RTI Act. 2005.
xvii.  Kindly provide an appointment to verify the original records pertaining to information sough after
|

providing the information.

\

xvi.
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3. The appellant has sought the similar information in Appeal Case No. 253 of 2021,

sought information in which is as follows:-

he Information is urgently required within 48 hours U/s 7(1) to expose rampant corrupuun i rw
Jakha leading to murderous attack on § list and RTI Activist with police and political patronage
jue to which the life and liberty of the appficant Is at risk. This FIR against the some persons
including a MC and the brother of the president of the MC Dakha U/s 307, 3798, 120B IPC Is already
registered. The applicant still risks death threat from persons exposed by me, lllegal bullders, Staff
and Councillors of MC might be persons behind attack on appli including its president and EO.
Even yesterday (on 14-7-2020) I was forced to visit MC Office Mullanpur secured by police party as
1 was tipped that I may face another attack today. Due to police the EO and president of MC Dakha
changed the type of attack to escape from my RTI Applications

(Section 7 (1) of RTI Act states that: Provided that where the information sought for concerns the life or
liberty of a person, the same shall be provided within forty-eight hours of the receipt of the request.
Under the political pressure the police department in convenience with the accused seems to help the accused
of FIR No. S0 reyistered at PS Dakha on 1-6-2019 in which fatal attack on the application was made)

(5) Particulars of information required: -

(3) Subject matter of information: Regarding cancellation of Empanelment and debarring of
Architect Nikita Gupta in ULB of Mullanpur Dakha and attempt to stop Advocate Rakesh Kumar Gupta to file RTI
applications in the ULB of Mullanpur Dakha. Status of PB-PGRAMS complaint No. PBLOC/E/2020/00363..
Dispute reports in building plan of online file No. PB/LDH/Mulla/25511. Concept of Deemed to approved
builaing plans. The information is required expase the corruption by the Building branch officials, EO and the
president of the MC using arm-twisting tactics to extort money from architects and their clients.

(b) The pericd to which the information relates**: 1-1-2020 tili providing of Information.
(c)  Specify details of information required***:

i Certified copies of law/rules regarding debarring of architects to practice under an ULB and process to
be adopted for debarring them. Pls provide copies of section and subsections of law/rules. Though
“Punjab Municipal Building Bye-Laws 2018 is there on the website of Local Govt. Punjab but I am not
able to locate it so please mention section and subsections of rules/law. |

i Certified copies of law/rules regarding passing a resolution against an Architect to debar from practice |
by a house in ULB and process to be adopted for passing such resolution. Pls provide copies of section
and subsections of law/rules. Though “Punjab Municipal Building Bye-Laws 2018 is there on the
website of Local Govt. Punjab but 1 am not able to locate it so please mention section and subsections
of rules/law.

Wil Certified copies of law/rules regarding attempt to stop a person from filing RT] applications by passing
a resolution against the person by a house in ULB and process to be adopted for passing such
resolution with a ULB. Pls provide coples of section and subsections of law/rules. Being a advocate, 1
have access to all Acts and law but T am not able to locate it so please mention section and subsections
of the concerned rules/law.

v. Certified copies of law/rules of taking action 2gainst house of MC or any Individual/organisation/
department for their attempt made to stop a person from filing RTI applications by passing a
resolution/order against the person. Pls provide coples of section and subsections of law/rules. Being a
advocate, | have access to all Acts and law but T am not able to locate it so please mention section and
subsections of the concerned rules/law.

V. Certified copies of records perlaining Lo authority having power to allow architects (B. Arch. and
members of COA) to practice under an ULB and/or to disallow them to practice. Though “Punjab
Municipal Bullding Bye-Laws 2018” Is there on the website of Local Govt. Punjab but | am not able to
locate the name and designation of "Authority”, so please mention section and subsections of rules/law.

vi.  Certified copies of records pertaining to authority having power to allow architects (Engineers, Diploma
holders, supervisors) to practice under an ULB and/or to disallow them to practice. Though “Punjab
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| V] / i ‘
Municipal Building Bye-Laws 20187is there on the website of Local Govt. PUd"Jra%:’elit’ L nam not abie to
locate the name and designation of "Authority”, 50 please mantion section 3“DJUh- g“ p S O rules/law

vil.  Provide certified copies of records and reports of financial loss caused to MC Dakha by Ar, Nikita Gy ’,j.- \
and other approved architects and certified copies of notices sent to her and other approved architey /o

viil.  Certified copies of reports regarding disputed building plans and reports of JE and AME/ME mentioned
in building plan of online file No. PB/LDH/Mulla/25511. Provide copies of intimation given to Ar. Nikita
Gupta regarding the mistakes made by her in Building plans and copy of notl_ce sent Fo her for giving an
opportunity to be heard as per provisions of sections  3.14.1 (a)(7) of “Punjab Municipal Building Bye-
Laws 2018” or under any other section of any other Act.

ix.  Certified copies of records of calculating the coverable area of online file No. PB/LDH/Mulila/25511 of Ar.
Nikita Gupta and the result of the calculations done. Provide details of official who calculated the
coverable area. Though “Punjab Municipal Building Bye-Laws 2018" Is there on the website of Local
Govt. Punjab but I am not able to locate the calculation table so please mention section and
subsections of rules/law.

x.  Provide certified record (with date) of submission of building plan online file No. PB/LDH/Mulla/25511
and date since pending with MC Dakha. Applicability of section 3.14.2 of the the "Punjab Municipal
Building Bye-Laws 2018". Copy of report of detecting discrepancies in Building plan . copy of notice
with date of issue and date of delivery of notice. Copy of of order of debarring the architect, copy of
resolution passed by MC, copy of show cause notice given to Ar. Nikita Gupta, Copy of complaints,
representations and replies sent by Ar. Nikita Gupta to branches in and to directorate of Local Govt.
Punjab, DDLG Ludhlana, MC Dakha, present status of the case and all complaints, representations and
replies. provide and inquiry and action taken report of department. Aiso provide receipt and dispatch
registers of these correspondences.

xi.  Certified copies of records available office including all correspondence made by the ULB Mullanpur
Dakha (Municipal Council) and branches in directorate of Local Govt. Punjab regarding canceilation of
self certification empanelment of AR Nikita Gupta and debarring her to practice her profession in MC
Mullanpur Dakha for a year and thereafter for whole life by passing a resolution in house of MC Dakha.
Pis provide the copy complete file sent by MC Dakha and the decision of DDLG Ludhiana.

xii.  Provide certified copies of law having provision of Concept of Deemed to approved building plans as
given in “Punjab Municipal Building Bye-Laws 2018" and process of cancellation of Deemed to approved
building plans. Though “Punjab Municipal Building Bye-Laws 2018” is there on the website of Local
Govt. Punjab but T am not able to locate the calculation table so please mention section and
subsections of rules/law.

xii.  Provide certified copies records regarding fixing of officials responsible whose negligence lead to
Deemed to approved building plans and process of collection or recovering the fees of such building
plans. Though “Punjab Municipal Building Bye-Laws 2018 is there on the website of Local Gavt. Punjab
but I am not able to locate the calculation table so please mention section and subsections of rules/law.

xiv.  Provide certified records of Deemed to approved bullding plans in MC Mullanpur Dakha and
responsibility fixed on concerned officials alongwith action iniliated against guilty officials for this
negligence in MC Mullanpur Dakha.

xv. Provide certified copies PB-PGRAMS complaint No. PBLOC/E/2020/00363. Provide copies of
correspondence made regarding the complaint and the present status of the complaint. Provide copy of
rules regarding the time frame to completing the Inquiry in complaint sent to Punjab Govt. Public
Grievance portal and the consequences of unexplainable delay In completing the inquiry of complaint.

xvi. In case part of the information sought by the applicant pertains to some other PIO, the application be
transferred to him U/s 6 (3) of RTI Act. 2005.

XVii. Kindly provide an appointment to verify the original records pertaining to information sough after
providing the information.

AP R12721163 n\’/\)q—/o-uxo
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4, From the perusal of the RTI application of both the cases, it is noticed that the

appellant has sought the similar information in both the cases. But the appellant has
mentioned while filing the deficiencies that the brief of the Appeal Case No. 253 of 2021 is
traceable and further submitted that most probably till date the respondent PIO has not

supplied any information.

5. Keeping in view the above, the appellant is directed to submit the following:
i) Whether the similar information can be sought in both cases.
i) Whether the submissions made by the appellant is sustainable or not

in the eyes of Law.

iii) Whether such type of an attitude by the appellant that his appeal case
is not traceable that too at the belated stage when the respondent is
present all the way from Mullanpur Dakha, Ludhiana is not a burden
on the State Exchequer and why not a stringent action may not be
taken to curb this practice.

iv) Why a stringent action may not be taken against the appellant for
seeking the similar information in both the cases on one hand and not
apprising the Commission with the facts willfully and deliberately that
he has sought the similar information.

6. So far as the respondent is concerned, the Data Entry Operator, is present. On
asking particularly, he informed that he is an outsourced employee and is present on the
instructions of the Executive Officer, Sh. Charanjeet Singh.

7. Viewing the attitude in dealing with the RTI application by the respondent casually,

Sh. Charanjeet Singh, Executive Officer-cum-Public Information Officer, is, thus, issued

a show cause notice to explain in a self-attested affidavit as to why a penalty @ Rs.250/- per
day of delay subject to a maximum of Rs.25000/- till the complete information is furnished,
be not imposed under Section 20(1) of RTI Act, 2005 on him for causing willful delay/denial
of the information to the RTI applicant and to show cause why a compensation under section
19(8) of the RTI Act,2005, may not be paid to the appellant for causing willful delay/denial of

the information for detriment suffered by him.
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In addition to the written reply, the Public Information Officer is also given an
opportunity under Section 20(1) proviso thereto, for a personal hearing before the imposition
of such penalty on the next date of hearing. He may take a note that in case he does not file
his written reply and does not avail himself of the opportunity of personal hearing on the next
date, it will be presumed that he has nothing to say and the Commission will proceed ex-
parte.

8. To ensure the presence of the concerned Executive Officer, a copy of this order is
being sent to the Financial Commissioner (Revenue), Punjab. It is also clarified that in case
of defiance of this order, the presence of the concerned Executive Officer-cum-Public
Information Officer will be procured by issuing BAILABLE WARRANTS and/or disciplinary

action may be recommended in this case to the competent authority.

9. Last opportunity is also given to the appellant to remain present on the next date of

hearing for deliberations along with written submissions mentioned above, failing which, it
will be presumed that he has nothing to say in this regard and the decision will be taken as
per the facts established by Law.

10. To come up on 11.03.2026 at 11:30 A. M. at Chandigarh.

(Inderpal Singh)
Dated: 08.01.2026 Chief Information Commissioner,
Punjab.

CC:

Sh. Anurag Verma, IAS

Financial Commissioner (Revenue), Punjab

Punjab Civil Secretariat-1,

Chandigarh
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Sh. Rakesh Kumar Gupta, Advocate
8/237, Jagraon Road,
Mandi Mullanpur,
Distt Ludhiana
M: 9814924851
V/s
Sh. Charanjeet Singh,
Executive Officer-
-cum-Public Information Officer,
O/o Executive Officer,
Nagar Council,
Mullanpur Dakha, Distt Ludhiana

Encl. RTI Application

First Appellate Authority,

O/o Director, Local Government, Punjab
Municipal Bhawan, Sector 35-A

Plot No. 03, Chandigarh

Appeal Case No. 253 of 2021

Present: None on behalf of the appellant.

..... Appellant

....Respondents

Sh. Kulwinder Singh, Data Entry Operator (9876323386) on behalf of the

respondent.
ORDER

The above mentioned case was earlier heard by Sh. Asit Jolly, State Information

Commissioner, Punjab on 06.06.2024. thereatfter, this case was allocated to the undersigned

Bench and fixed for hearing on 15.10.2025 but was not heard due to administrative reasons.

Accordingly, a notice of hearing was issued to the parties for hearing today i.e. 08.01.2026.

2. The appellant sought the following information:
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The Information Is urgently required within 48 hours U/s 7(1) to expose rampant corrupuion in mu
Dakha leading to murderous attack on journalist and RTI Activist with police and political patronage
due to which the life and liberty of the applicant is at risk. This FIR against the some persons
including a MC and the brother of the president of the MC Dakha U/s 307, 3798, 1208 1PC is already
registered. The applicant still risks death threat from persons exposed by me, Illegal bullders, Staff
and Councillors of MC might be persons behind attack on applicant including its president and EO.
Even yesterday (on 14-7-2020) I was forced to visit MC Office Mullanpur secured by police party as

1 was tipped that I may face another attack today. Due to police the EO and president of MC Dakha
changed the type of attack to escape from my RTI Applications

(Section 7 (1) of RTI Act states that: Provided that where the information sought for concerns the life or
liberty of a person, the same shall be provided within forty-elght hours of the receipt of the request.

Under the political pressure the police department in convenience with the accused seems to help the accused
of FIR No. 90 registered at PS Dakha on 1-6-2019 in which fatal attack on the application was made)

(5) Particulars of information required: -

(8) Subject matter of information: Regarding cancellation of Empanelment 2and debarring of
Architect Nikita Gupta in ULB of Mullanpur Dakha and attempt to stop Advocate Rakesh Kumar Gupta to file RTI
applications in the ULB of Mullanpur Dakha. Status of PB-PGRAMS complaint No. PBLOC/E/2020/00363..
Dispute reports in building plan of online file No. PB/LDH/Mulla/25511. Concept of Deemed to approved
builging plans. The information is required expose the corruption by the Building branch officials, EO and the
president of the MC using arm-twisting tactics to extort money from architects and their clients.

(b) The period to which the information relates**: 1-1-2020 till providing of Information.
() Specify details of information required***:

i Certified copies of law/rules regarding debarring of architects to practice under an ULB and process to
be adopted for debarring them. Pls provide coples of section and subsections of law/rules. Though
“Punjab Municipal Building Bye-Laws 2018" is there on the website of Local Govt. Punjab but I am not
able to locate it so please mention section and subsections of rules/law.

i Certified copies of law/rules regarding passing a resolution against an Architect to debar from practice
by a house in ULB and process to be adopted for passing such resolution, Pls provide copies of section
and subsections of law/rules. Though “Punjab Municipal Building Bye-Laws 2018" Is there on the
website of Local Govt. Punjab but I am not able to locate it so please mention section and subsections
of rules/law.

. Certified copies of law/rules regarding attempt to stop a person from filing RT] applications by passing
a resolution against the person by a house in ULB and process to be adopted for passing such
resolution with a ULB. Pls provide coples of section and subsections of law/rules. Being 3 advocate, 1
have access to all Acts and law but T am not able to locate it so please mention section and subsections
of the concerned rules/law.

v. Certified copies of law/rules of taking action 2gainst house of MC or any individual/organisation/
department for their attempt made to stop a person from filing RTI applications by passing a
resolution/order against the person. Pls provide coples of section and subsections of law/rules. Being a
advocate, | have access to all Acts and law but T am not able to locate it so please mention section and
subsections of the concerned rules/law.

v. Cerliied copies of records perlaining Lo authority having power to allow architects (8. Arch. and
members of COA) to practice under an ULB and/or to disallow them to practice. Though “Punjab
Municipal Bullding Bye-Laws 2018 Is there on the website of Local Govt. Punjab but I am not able to
locate the name and designation of "Authority”, so please mention section and subsections of rules/law.

vi.  Certified copies of records pertaining to authority having power to allow architects (Engineers, Diploma
holders, supervisors) to practice under an ULB and/or to disallow them to practice. Though “Punjab
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Red Cross Building, Near Rose Garden,

Sector 16, Chandigarh.

AP R12721163 /N/\)Q’/o»hm

Vil

viil.

Xi.

Xii.

Xiii.

Xiv.

XV.

XVi.

xvii.

Appeal Case No. 253 Of 2021

/ :
Mumapa(lj Building Bye-Laws 20187is there on the website of Local Govt. PUd"{aDD:’c‘f’lL:S’“o:‘?a-aR‘e to
locate the name and designation of "Authority”, 5o please mention section an o\)h- g ) i rutes/law
I;Jrovlude certified copies of records and reports of financial loss caused to MC Dakha by Ar, Nikita Gy s

and other approved architects and certified copies of notices sent to her and other approved architex /o

i ies of reports regarding disputed building plans and reports of }E and AME/ME mentnqn;.g
i(;eg&fj?n;oglgn of on::ine file No. PB/LDH/Mulla/25511. Provide copies of mtlmatlo:tgl\rl‘en :O.Ar. Nikita
Gupta regarding the mistakes made by her in Building plans and copy of“notl'ce san to eeror giving an
opportunity to be heard as per provisions of sectr:onzct&m.l (a)(7) of “Punjab Municipal Building Bye-

y " or under any other section of any other Act.

‘éae‘;vtsiﬁzglgop?esuord recorgs of calculating the coverable area of online file No. PB/LDH/Mulla/25511 of Ar.
Nikita Gupta and the result of the calculations done. Provide det?ils of official who cal;ulated the
coverable area. Though “Punjab Municipal Building Bye-Laws 2018" is there on the websnte pf Local
Govt. Punjab but I am not able to locate the calculation table so please mention section and
f f rules/law.

ts;r]g:ﬁj??:gftloﬂedu rec/ord (with date) of submission of building plan online file No. P?/LDH/Mullalzssu
and date since pending with MC Dakha. Applicability of section 3.14.2 of the the "Punjab Municipal
Building Bye-Laws 2018". Copy of report of detecting discrepancies in Building plan . copy of notice
with date of issue and date of delivery of notice. Copy of of order of debarring the architect, copy of
resolution passed by MC, copy of show cause notice given to Ar.l Nikita Gupta, Copy of complaints,
representations and replies sent by Ar. Nikita Gupta to branches in and to q|rectorate of Local Govt.
Punjab, DDLG Ludhlana, MC Dakha, present status of the case and all complaints, representations and
replies. provide and inquiry and action taken report of department. Aiso provide receipt and dispatch
registers of these correspondences.

Certified copies of records available office including all correspondence rpade by t_he uLe Mull;npur
Dakha (Municipal Council) and branches in directorate of Local Govt. Punjab regardmg cancgllatgon of
self certification empanelment of AR Nikita Gupta and debarring her to prar_:tlce her profession in MC
Mullanpur Dakha for a year and thereafter for whole life by passing a resolution in house of MC Dakha.
Pls provide the copy complete file sent by MC Dakha and the decision of DDLG Ludhiana. ;

Provide certifled copies of law having provision of Concept of Deemed to gpproved building plans as
given in “Punjab Municipal Building Bye-Laws 2018” and process of car_vcellatnon of Deemed t_o approved
building plans. Though “Punjab Municipal Building Bye-Laws 2018” is there on the yvebsme of Local
Govt. Punjab but I am not able to locate the calculation table so please mention section and
subsections of rules/law.

Provide certified copies records regarding fixing of officials responslbl_e whose negligence lead to
Deemed to approved building plans and process of collection or recovering tr]e fees of such building
plans. Though “Punjab Municipal Building Bye-Laws 2018 is there on the website of Local Gavt. Punjab
but I am not able to locate the caiculation table so please mention section and subsections of rules/taw.
Provide certified records of Deemed to approved bullding plans in MC Mullanpur Dakha and
responsibility fixed on concerned officials alongwith action iniliated against guilty officials for this

in MC Mullanpur Dakha.

gsgxlcli%inciertiged copigs PB-PGRAMS complaint No. PBLOC/E/2020/00363. Provide copies of
correspondence made regarding the complaint and the present status (_)f the complaint. Provide copy of
rules regarding the time frame to completing the Inquiry in complaint sent to Punjab Govt. Public
Grievance portal and the consequences of unexplainable delay In completing the inquiry of complaint.

In case part of the information sought by the applicant pertains to some other PIO, the application be
transferred to him U/s 6 (3) of RTI Act. 2005.

Kindly provide an appointment to verify the original records pertaining to information sough after
providing the information.
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; . Appeal Case No. 253 Of 2021
: The appellant has sought the similar information in Appeal Case No. 258 of 2021

sought information in which is as follows:-

N o
nt corruption n s

rampa
within 48 hours U/s 7(1) to expose o polltlcal patronage

The Information is urgently required

Dakha leading to murderous attack on journalist and RTI Activist with police an me persons
due to which the life and liberty of the applicant is at risk. This FIR against the sgc : ‘;"“dy
including a MC and the brother of the president of the MC Dakha U/s 307, 3798, 1208 1 “d‘s s, Staff
registered. The applicant still risks death threat from persons exposed by me. Illegal bu :' nd EO
and Councillors of MC might be persons behind attack on applicant including its presiden a‘ . 1
Even yesterday (on 14-7-2020) I was forced to visit MC Office Mullanpur secured by police p::rg iha
was tipped that I may face another attack today. Due to police the EO and president of MC Da
changed the type of attack to escape from my RTI Applications

(Section 7 (1) of RTI Act states that: Provided that where the informatio
iiberty of @ person, the same shall be provided within forty-eight hours of the rec ’
Under the political pressure the police department in convenience with the accused seems o help the accused 0O
FIR No. 90 registered at PS Dakha on 1-6-2019 in which fatal attack on the application was made)

n sought for concerns the life or
eipt of the request.

3 Particulars of Information required: - -
(3a) Subject matter of information: Regarding cancellation of Empanelment and Debarnng O

Architect Nikita Gupta in ULB of Mullanpur Dakha and attempt to stop Advocate Rakesh Kumar Gupta to file RTI
applications in the ULB of Mulianpur Dakha. Status of PB-PGRAMS complaint No. PBLOC/E/2020/00363. Dispute
reports in building plan of online file No. PB/LDH/Mulla/25511. Concept of Deemed to approved and auto
approval of building plans. The information is required expose the corruption by the Building branlch officiais, EO
and the president of the MC using arm-twisting tactics to extort money from architects and their clients.

{b) The period to which the information relates**: 1-1-2020 till providing of Information.
d-'t:

(©) Specify details of information require

Certified copies of Jaw/rules regarding debarring of arch
adopted for debarring them. Pls provide copies of section and subsections of law/rules. Though “Punjab
municipal Buillding Bye-Laws 2018" is there on the website of Local Govt. Punjab but I am not able to
locate it so please mention section and subsections of rules/law.
" Certified copies of law/rules regarding passing a resolution against an Architect to debar from practice by
2 house in ULB and process to be adopted for passing such resolution. Pls provide copies of section and
subsections of law/rules. Though “Punjab Municipal Building Bye-Laws 2018” is there on the website of
Local Govt. Punjab but 1 am not able to locate it so please mention section and subsections of rules/law.
W Certified copies of law/rules regarding attempt to stop a person from filing RTI applications by passing a
resolution against the person py a house In ULB and process to be adopted for passing such resolution
with a ULB. Pis provide copies of section and subsections of law/rules. Being a advocate, 1 have access o
all Acts and law but I am not able to locate it so please mention section and subsections of the concerned

rules/law.
w Certified copies of law/rules of taking action against h
t made to stop a person

department for their attemp!
resolution/order against the person. Pls provide coples of
advocate, 1 have access to all Acts and law but 1 am not 3
subsections of the concerned rules/law.
v Certified copies of records pertaining to authority having power to allow architects (B. Arch. and
members of COA) to practice under an ULB and/or to disallow them to practice. Though “Punjab
here on the website of Local Govt. punjab but 1 am not avle to

Municipal Building Bye-Laws 2018” is ti

{ocate the name and designation of "Authority", SO please mention section and subsections of rules/1aw

vi.  Certified copies of records pertaining to authority having power to allow architects (Engineers. Diploma
holders, supervisors) to practice under an ULB and/or to disaliow them to practice Though “Punjab

itects to practice under an ULB and process to be

ouse of MC or any individual/organisation/
from filing RTI applcations by passing a
section and subsections of law/rules. Being a
ble to locate it so please mention section and
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/
1 A
2 =

. ws 20187 Is thpl‘ on the website of tocal Govt. Punjab but | am not abie to |
Kl L =

Municipal Buliding Bye-L . Y <o please mention section and subsections of rules/law e
JOcEve (e DAt a."d.lj.e“:f’T:‘c’g:‘d?’a:c;ﬂr'(‘;;cl\lvn}ol fs'nann.‘l l0ss cavsed to MC Dakha by Ar Nikita G ’
W O celtReS S “I\Lulectx and certified copies of notices sent to her and other approved archies¥
and other approved arc 1 regarding disputed burlding plans and reports of JE and AME/ME mentioned in
oo orulem;:lé No (PB/LDH/MUIIB/BSSII, Provide copies of ntimation given to Af Nikita Guptd
el P9 ?:t':fes' madé py her in Building plans and copy of notice sent to her for gving an
x’g;:?::wrg‘:h:) ;el'hearﬂ as per provisions of sections 3.14.1 (a)(7) of "Punjab Municipal Building Bye-
- : jon of any other Act.
Lawes. 2016 oF SR anrrj:g:e::asls\flt:)cl’:ng lheycoverable area of online file No. PB/LDH/Mulla/25511 of Ar
de details of official who caiculated the

. Certified copies of recoros !
B Nuekltla Guptg and the result of the calculations done. Provi

coverable area. Though punjab Municipal Building Bye-Laws 2018 Is there on the website of Local Govt.
Punjab but I am not able o locate the calculation table 50 please mention section and subsections of

X rwu‘:vslgzwcémned record (with date) of submission of building plan online file No PB/L{?.H,/MNH.W"‘"»“,‘.'. and
" 4ate since pending with MC Dakha. Applicability of section 3.14.2 of the the "Punjab Municipal
Building Bye-Laws 2018". Copy of report of detecting discrepancies in Building plan . copy of notice
with date of issue and date of delivery of notice. Copy of of order of debarring the architect, Copy of
resolution passed by MC, copy of show cause notice given to Ar. Nikita Gupta, Copy of complaints,
representations and replies sent by Ar. Nikita Gupta to branches in and to directorate of Local Govt.
Punjab, DDLG Ludhiana, MC Dakha, present status of the case and all complaints, representations and
replies.
1. Cepr‘tiﬂed copies of records available office including all correspondence made by the ULB Mullanpur Dakha
(Municipal Council) and branches in directorate of Local Govt. Punjab and DDLG Ludhiana regarding
kita Gupta and debarring her to practice her

cancellation of self certification empanelment of AR Ni .
profession in MC Mullanpur Dakha for a year and thereafter for whole life by passing a resolution in house

of MC Dakha. Pls provide the copy complete file sent by MC Dakha and the decision of DDLG Ludhiana

and branches in directorate of Local Govt. Punjab.
xi.  Crovide certified copies of all proceedings initiated against Advocate Rakesh Kumar Gupta and Architect

Nikita Gupta by the MC Dakha and House of MC Dakha.

iii.  Prowide certified copies of law having provision of Concept of Deemed to approved and Auto approval of
puilding plans as given in “Punjab Municipal Building Bye-Laws 2018“ and process of cancellation of
Deemed to approved and Auto approval of building plans. Though “Punjab Municipal Building Bye-Laws
2018 is there on the website of Local Govt. Punjab but I am not able to locate the section and

subsections of rules/law.
xiv.  Provide certified copies records regarding fixing of officials responsible whose negligence lead tc Deemed
to approved building plans and process of collection or recovering the fees of such building plans. Though
is there on the website of Local Govt. Punjab but I am not

“punjab Municipal Building Bye-Laws 2018"
tion section and subsections of rules/law.

able to locate the calculation table so please men
resentations/applications filed by Advocate Rakesh Kumar Gupta and

xv. Provide certified copies of rep
Architect Nikita Gupta regarding the debarring of Ar. Nikita Gupta and her client's building plans to whom
notices have been issued by MC Dakha and copy of action taken on them. provide and inquiry and action
de receipt and dispatch registers of these correspondences.

taken report of department. Also provi
provide certified copies PB-PGRAMS complaint No. PBLOC/E/2020/00363. Provide copies of

correspondence made regarding the complaint and the present status of the complaint. Provide copy of
rules regarding the time frame to completing the inquiry in complaint sent to Punjab Govt. Public
Grievance portal and the consequences of unexplainable delay in completing the inquiry of complaint.

xvii.  In case part of the information sought by the applicant pertains to some other PIO, the application be

transferred to him U/s 6 (3) of RTI Act. 2005.
xvii.  Kindly provide an appointment to verify the original records pertaining to information sough after
|

providing the information.

\

xvi.
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Appeal Case No. 253 Of 2021
4, From the perusal of the RTI application of both the cases, it is noticed that the

appellant has sought the similar information in both the cases. But the appellant has
mentioned while filing the deficiencies that the brief of the Appeal Case No. 253 of 2021 is
traceable and further submitted that most probably till date the respondent PIO has not

supplied any information.

5. Keeping in view the above, the appellant is directed to submit the following:
V) Whether the similar information can be sought in both cases.
Vi) Whether the submissions made by the appellant is sustainable or not

in the eyes of Law.

vii) Whether such type of an attitude by the appellant that his appeal case
is not traceable that too at the belated stage when the respondent is
present all the way from Mullanpur Dakha, Ludhiana is not a burden
on the State Exchequer and why not a stringent action may not be
taken to curb this practice.

viii)  Why a stringent action may not be taken against the appellant for
seeking the similar information in both the cases on one hand and not
apprising the Commission with the facts willfully and deliberately that
he has sought the similar information.

6. So far as the respondent is concerned, the Data Entry Operator, is present. On
asking particularly, he informed that he is an outsourced employee and is present on the
instructions of the Executive Officer, Sh. Charanjeet Singh.

7. Viewing the attitude in dealing with the RTI application by the respondent casually,

Sh. Charanjeet Singh, Executive Officer-cum-Public Information Officer, is, thus, issued

a show cause notice to explain in a self-attested affidavit as to why a penalty @ Rs.250/- per
day of delay subject to a maximum of Rs.25000/- till the complete information is furnished,
be not imposed under Section 20(1) of RTI Act, 2005 on him for causing willful delay/denial
of the information to the RTI applicant and to show cause why a compensation under section
19(8) of the RTI Act,2005, may not be paid to the appellant for causing willful delay/denial of

the information for detriment suffered by him.
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In addition to the written reply, the Public Information Officer is also given an
opportunity under Section 20(1) proviso thereto, for a personal hearing before the imposition
of such penalty on the next date of hearing. He may take a note that in case he does not file
his written reply and does not avail himself of the opportunity of personal hearing on the next
date, it will be presumed that he has nothing to say and the Commission will proceed ex-
parte.

8. To ensure the presence of the concerned Executive Officer, a copy of this order is
being sent to the Financial Commissioner (Revenue), Punjab. It is also clarified that in case
of defiance of this order, the presence of the concerned Executive Officer-cum-Public
Information Officer will be procured by issuing BAILABLE WARRANTS and/or disciplinary

action may be recommended in this case to the competent authority.

9. Last opportunity is also given to the appellant to remain present on the next date of

hearing for deliberations along with written submissions mentioned above, failing which, it
will be presumed that he has nothing to say in this regard and the decision will be taken as
per the facts established by Law.

10. To come up on 11.03.2026 at 11:30 A. M. at Chandigarh.

(Inderpal Singh)
Dated: 08.01.2026 Chief Information Commissioner,
Punjab.

CC:

Sh. Anurag Verma, IAS

Financial Commissioner (Revenue), Punjab

Punjab Civil Secretariat-1,

Chandigarh
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Sh. Ashok Kumar

S/o Late Sh. Sham Lal,

Bank Street, New Basti,

Nabha, Distt Patiala

M: 9780150888 Appellant
V/s

Public Information Officer,

O/o Punjab Information Officer,

O/o Managing Director,

Punjab State Warehousing Corporation,

S.C.0O. 74, Bank Square,

Sector 17-B, Chandigarh

First Appellate Authority,

O/o Managing Director,

Punjab State Warehousing Corporation,

S.C.0. 74, Bank Square,

Sector 17-B, Chandigarh ....Respondents
Appeal Case No. 4720 of 2022

Present: Sh. Shivam Goyal (9653822888) on behalf of the appellant.
Sh. Tarnjeet Sapra, PIO (9814708284) on behalf of the respondent.
ORDER

This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated
07.05.2025 vide which the case was fixed for hearing on 15.10.2025 but was not heard due
to administrative reasons. Accordingly, a notice of hearing was issued to the parties for
hearing today i.e. 08.01.2026.
2. After having detailed deliberations with both the parties, the respondent PIO is
directed to take the consent from third party information related to whom has been sought
and after receipt of the same an appropriate decision be taken and the said decision be
conveyed to the Commission within 30 days. It is further clarified that in case no response
will be received from third party then the PIO is at liberty to take the decision in no case later
than 30 days.
3. Both the parties are directed to remain present on the next date of hearing for
deliberations, failing which, the case will be decided on merit, ex-parte.
4, To come up on 02.04.2026 at 11:30 A. M. at Chandigarh.

(Inderpal Singh)
Dated: 08.01.2026 Chief Information Commissioner,
Punjab.
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Sh. Ashok Kumar

S/o Late Sh. Sham Lal,

Bank Street, New Basti,

Nabha, Distt Patiala

M: 9780150888 Appellant
V/s

Public Information Officer,

O/o Managing Director,

Punjab State Warehousing Corporation,

S.C.0O. 74, Bank Square,

Sector 17-B, Chandigarh

First Appellate Authority,

O/o Managing Director,

Punjab State Warehousing Corporation,

S.C.0O. 74, Bank Square,

Sector 17-B, Chandigarh ....Respondents
Appeal Case No. 4719 Of 2022

Present: Sh. Shivam Goyal (9653822888) on behalf of the appellant.
Sh. Tarnjeet Sapra, PIO (9814708284) on behalf of the respondent.
ORDER

This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated
07.05.2025 vide which the case was fixed for hearing on 15.10.2025 but was not heard due
to administrative reasons. Accordingly, a notice of hearing was issued to the parties for
hearing today i.e. 08.01.2026.
2. After having detailed deliberations with both the parties, the respondent PIO is
directed to take the consent from third party information related to whom has been sought
and after receipt of the same an appropriate decision be taken and the said decision be
conveyed to the Commission within 30 days. It is further clarified that in case no response
will be received from third party then the PIO is at liberty to take the decision in no case later
than 30 days.
3. Both the parties are directed to remain present on the next date of hearing for
deliberations, failing which, the case will be decided on merit, ex-parte.
4, To come up on 02.04.2026 at 11:30 A. M. at Chandigarh.

(Inderpal Singh)
Dated: 08.01.2026 Chief Information Commissioner,
Punjab.
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Sh. Ashok Kumar
S/o Late Sh. Ram Lal,
Bank Street, New Basti Nabha,
Distt Patiala
M: 980150888
V/s
Public Information Officer,
O/o Senior Superintendent of Police,
Sangrur

First Appellate Authority,
O/o Inspector General of Police,
Patiala Range, Patiala
Appeal Case No. 3776 of 2024

Present: Sh. Shivam Goyal (9653822888) on behalf of the appellant.

..... Appellant

....Respondents

Sh. Kuldeep Singh, O/o SSP, Sangrur (8054545411) on behalf of the

respondent.
ORDER

This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated 19.11.2025.

2. The appellant requested to direct the respondent PIO to supply the complete
information. However, the respondent PIO, O/o the SSP, Sangrur, submitted the reply along
with the supporting documents, the response of the respondent is as follows:

e Ga3 femr € ey feg)

2 T Ga vk ot e § fa e eese @ fésdar e A
2011 79 3 yent o 3 fa weww ey deie, o few muEet w3 oz
WG, FATgS € BES9 2 UR9 2 firmar-2011/9379 it 14.11.2011 w3 3fest v
¥ UT9 8 7763/ e 16.11.2011 wiwrs g fem e fel g fenr A, 7 feF
TesT © VST &1 054N w3 Zum & 57355 ot s @ foiie ®Y Y wierR
7 e § W i o o, g Guds Bt 02.01.2012 § s wege
3 gar 4, fm mé fem wesa ¥ W @ Sfea 8 U &: 314 ug Wedt T O
e femrer HT 2010, 2011 13- Fies 2012 95 7w Setoyr ey ¥
foarss 3 fer wesq € g &: 2003-07AR A it 30.03.2016 waFS Tw ot =
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3. The respondent filed the reply but whether any appropriate procedure with regard to

the destruction of record has been adopted or not is not clarified from the submissions of the
respondent. As such he is directed to submit the copy of instructions/rules to destruct the
record and the procedure adopted for the said destruction be placed on record.

4, Since, the matter regarding misplacement of official documents was reported to the
police authorities by the DFSC but no written submissions have been received from the said

office. In the interest of natural justice, one opportunity is also granted to the DFSC,

Sangrur to remain present in person on the next date of hearing along with the written
submissions with regard to the letter issued to the Police Authority for misplacing the

documents.

5. To ensure the presence of the concerned officials, a copy of this order is
being sent to the Administrative Secretary, Department of Food, Civil Supplies and
Consumer Affairs, Punjab. It is also clarified that in case of defiance of this order, the
presence of the concerned officials will be procured by issuing BAILABLE

WARRANTS and/or disciplinary action may be recommended in this case to the

competent authority.

6. The respondent PIO is directed to bring a detailed written reply on the next
date of hearing to take the matter to its logical end.

7. To come up on 02.04.2026 at 11:30 A. M. at Chandigarh.

(Inderpal Singh)
Dated: 08.01.2026 Chief Information Commissioner,
Punjab.

After the hearing was over, Sh. Yogesh Goyal, Jr. Auditor (9256558030) and Sh.
Saurabh Gupta, AFSO (8968384244) appeared and they were apprised with the
proceedings of this case.

(Inderpal Singh)
Dated: 08.01.2026 Chief Information Commissioner,
Punjab.

CC:

Administrative Secretary (by name)

Department of Food, Civil Supplies

and Consumer Affairs, Punjab

Anaj Bhawan, Sector-39C,

Chandigarh

Senior Superintendent of Police,
Sangrur

District Controller,
Food & Civil Supplies,
Sangrur 2
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Sh. Bittu

S/o Sh. Om Kumarr,

Village Bholapur Jhabewal,

P.0O. Ramgarh, Chandigarh Road,

Distt Ludhiana Appellant
VI/s

Sh. Rupinder Pal Singh, PCS

Secretary-cum-Public Information Officer,

O/o Secretary,

Regional Transport Authority,

Bathinda

First Appellate Authority,

O/o Secretary,

Regional Transport Authority,

Bathinda ....Respondents
Appeal Case No. 5971 of 2023

Present: None on behalf of the appellant.
None on behalf of the respondent.
ORDER

This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated
23.04.2025 vide which the case was fixed for hearing on 15.10.2025 but was not heard due
to administrative reasons. Accordingly, a notice of hearing was issued to the parties for
hearing today i.e. 08.01.2026.
2. The respondent PIO is absent without intimation. It is also a fact that a show cause
notice was issued to Sh. Rupinder Pal Singh, PCS, Public Information Officer-cum-Regional
Transport Authority, Bathinda but in-spite of that neither he has filed any response nor he is

present. In the interest of natural justice, one opportunity is given to him to remain present

on the next date of hearing along with the written submissions, if any, failing which, the
decision may be taken as per the facts established by Law.

3. To ensure the presence of the concerned PIO-cum-RTA, Bathinda, a copy of this
order is being sent to the Chief Secretary, Punjab and Principal Secretary, Transport,
Punjab. it is further clarified that in case he will not file his written response and/or will be
personally present then the decision regarding show cause notice will be taken as per the
procedure established by Law. They are also directed that a compliance report be sent to

the Commission before the next date of hearing.
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Dated:

CC:

PUNJAB STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION
Red Cross Building, Near Rose Garden,
Sector 16, Chandigarh.
Ph: 0172-2864101, Helpline 0172-2864100

Appeal Case No. 5971 of 2023

To come up on 02.04.2026 at 11:30 A. M. at Chandigarh.

(Inderpal Singh)
08.01.2026 Chief Information Commissioner,
Punjab

Sh. K.A.P. Sinha, IAS

Chief Secretary to Govt. of Punjab,
Chief Secretary Office,

6th Floor, Punjab Civil Secretariat -1,
Sector 1, Chandigarh, 160001

Sh. Varun Roojam, IAS,
Secretary to Govt of Punjab,
Department of Transport,

PB, Civil Secretariat-2, Chandigarh
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Sh. Rimple Kumar

S/o Sh. Piara Singh,

H. No. 453, Street No 3,

Vishnu Nagar, Raho Road,

Basti Jodhewal, Distt Ludhiana

M: 9464378179 Appellant
V/s

Public Information Officer,

O/o Member Secretary,

Fee Regularity Board-Cum-

District Education Officer (SE),

Jalandhar

Public Information Officer,
O/o District Education Officer (EE),
Jalandhar

Public Information Officer,
O/o Principal,

D.l.P.S. School,

Magqsudan, Distt Jalandhar

First Appellate Authority,

O/o Member Secretary,

Fee Regularity Board-Cum-

District Education Officer (SEC),

Jalandhar ....Respondents
Appeal Case No. 908 of 2023
Heard Through Cisco Webex

Present: None on behalf of the appellant.
Sh. Rajiv Joshi, DEO (SE), Jalandhar (9815648929), Ms. Sarbjeet Kaur, Clerk
DEO (SE), Jalandhar (9876115810) and Sh. Rajeev Sharma, GM, DIPS,
Jalandhar (9988217217) on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER

This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated
13.08.2025 vide which the case was fixed for hearing on 15.10.2025 but was not heard due
to administrative reasons. Accordingly, a notice of hearing was issued to the parties for
hearing today i.e. 08.01.2026.
2. The representative of the school information related to whom has been sought i.e.
D.I.P.S. School, Magsudan, District Ludhiana, submits that the school is not a Public

Authority and reiterated the submissions already made in this regard.
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Appeal Case No. 908 of 2023
Heard Through Cisco Webex

3. Also, the respondent PIO submits that the information which can be derived from the
school and is available in the official record of the office of DEO (SE), has been supplied to
the appellant. Regarding the remaining information, related to the school cannot be supplied
as the school is not a Public Authority as per the submissions made by the representative of
the school concerned.

4, After hearing the submissions, and going through the record available in the case file,
the GM of the school is directed to submit the complete documents (files) related to an
affiliation and/or recognition if so received from the Government to ascertain whether the
said school falls under section 2 (h) of the RTI Act and is a Public Authority within 30 days
from the issue of this order.

5. The order in this case is Reserved, which will be pronounced later on.

(Inderpal Singh)
Dated: 08.01.2026 Chief Information Commissioner,
Punjab

CC:

Sh. Kamal Kishor Yadav, IAS

Principal Secretary to Government of Punjab
Department of Higher Education

Punjab Civil Secretariat-2, Sector-9,
Chandigarh
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Sh. Malkiat Singh

S/o Sh. Ranijit Singh,

Village Nalas Khurd,

Tehsil Rajpura,

Distt Patiala

M: 9855661826 Appellant
Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Principal,

Holy Angels School,

Rajpura, Distt Patiala

Public Information Officer,
Olo District Education Officer (SE),
Patiala

First Appellate Authority,

O/o Principal,

Holy Angels School,

Rajpura, Distt Patiala ....Respondents
Appeal Case No. 5047 Of 2023
Heard through Cisco Webex

Present: None on behalf of the appellant.
Adv. Varun Issar (9815029594) on behalf of the respondent.
ORDER

This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated
24.04.2025 vide which the case was fixed for hearing on 15.10.2025 but was not heard due
to administrative reasons. Accordingly, a notice of hearing was issued to the parties for
hearing today i.e. 08.01.2026.
2. The representative of the school submitted the judgments referred to by the appellant
i.e. Appeal No.-CIC/DIRED/A/2022/611156-UM and Complaint No.-
CIC/DIRED/C/2023/608414-UM and submits that the school is not a Public Authority and
also reiterated the submissions already made in this case.
3. After hearing the submissions, and going through the record available in the case file,
the Principal of the School is directed to submit the complete documents (files) related to an
affiliation and/or recognition if so received from the Government to ascertain whether the
said school falls under section 2 (h) of the RTI Act and is a Public Authority within 30 days

from issue of this order.
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Appeal Case No. 5047 Of 2023
Heard through Cisco Webex

4, The order in this case is Reserved, which will be pronounced later on.

(Inderpal Singh)
Dated: 08.01.2026 Chief Information Commissioner,
Punjab
CC:
Public Information Officer,
Olo District Education Officer (SE),
Patiala
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Sh. Navjot Singh
S/o Sh. Gulab Singh,
H No. 683, Near Punjabi Chowk,
Village Shahpur Begu,
Tehsil & Distt Sirsa
M: 9050111125
V/s
Public Information Officer,
O/o Deputy Superintendent of Police,
Sri Muktsar Sahib

First Appellate Authority,
O/o Deputy Inspector General of Police,
Faridkot Range,

Faridkot
Appeal Case No. 6042 of 2024

Present: None on behalf of the appellant.

..... Appellant

....Respondents

Sh. Hardial Singh, ASI (9855600185) on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER

The RTI application is dated 07.04.2024 vide which the appellant has sought

information as enumerated in his RTI application. First appeal was filed with the First

Appellate Authority (hereinafter FAA) on 10.06.2024 and second appeal was filed in the

Commission on 01.10.2024 under Section 19 of the Right to Information Act, 2005

(hereinafter RTI Act). Notice of hearing was issued to the parties for hearing for today i.e.

08.01.2026.
2. The appellant has sought the following information:
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Appeal Case No. 6042 of 2024

G IR 15-4—24 O BW AN W T AR B,
CNR No. HRS1030050542023, CIS No. NACT-1497-2023, G-TdTs oy |
15—4—24  TOH BT DH—TIAT R 9 TTNT R & AT DIE

¥ wa—wyfed /faReE 2R @ omer) gfes @ & o ga 8, afe

2 e PR B feg A e Sad THE I B Ui

BN @ graeE g §RT Sau die BRIAE @ ey d A BR B
Foi fre fov smemR R & g

4— o A SR B dIen @ waer 7 gies aRfhde erRia wv
SUSE HRAT T |

5— G Sad A B gHM W B SR & O |

3. After the perusal of the RTI application, it is ascertained that the appellant is seeking
the information related to his wife against whom two Criminal Cases were lodged but the
Police Verification had been issued even though the Criminal cases were registered against
Smt. Manpreet Kaur.

4, Also, the response has been received from the PIO that the information sought
relates to third party and denied the same as per section 11 of the RTI Act and in
accordance with the decision passed by the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India in CLP Civil No.
27734 of 2012 and 10044 of 2010.

5. That Section 11 of the RTI Act, 2005, is a mandatory provision to deal with third party
information but the exemptions have been mentioned in Section 8 of the RTI Act, 2005.

6. To take the matter to its logical end, the respondent PIO is directed to submit the
present status of the Criminal Cases lodged against Smt. Manpreet Kaur, information related
to which has been sought by the appellant.

7. To come up on 12.03.2026 at 11:30 A.M. at Chandigarh.

(Inderpal Singh)
Dated: 08.01.2026 Chief Information Commissioner,
Punjab
2
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Sh. Jasbir Singh

H No. 856, 2" Floor,

Sector-77, SAS Nagar

M: 6284254841

Vis

Public Information Officer-
-cum-Station House Officer,
O/o Station House Officer,
Police Station Sohana,
SAS Nagar

Encl. RTI Application

First Appellate Authority,
O/o Inspector General of Police,
Roopnagar Range,
Roopnagar
Appeal Case No. 6061 Of 2024
Present: Sh. Jasbir Singh, the appellant.
None on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER

The RTI application is dated 09.07.2024 vide which the appellant has sought
information as enumerated in his RTI application. First appeal was filed with the First
Appellate Authority (hereinafter FAA) on 04.08.2024 and second appeal was filed in the
Commission on 08.10.2024 under Section 19 of the Right to Information Act, 2005
(hereinafter RTI Act). Notice of hearing was issued to the parties for hearing on 16.10.2025

....Respondents

but case was not heard due to administrative reasons and fixed for today i.e. 08.01.2026.

2. The appellant sought the following information:
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Appeal Case No. 6061 Of 2024
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3. Further he has requested to direct the respondent PIO to supply the complete
information. However, the respondent PIO is absent without intimation. It is also a fact that
notice of hearing was sent to him through registered post but even though he is absent

4, Viewing the attitude in dealing with the RTI application by the respondent casually,
Public Information Officer-cum-Station House Officer, is, thus, issued a show cause

notice to explain in a self-attested affidavit as to why a penalty @ Rs.250/- per day of delay
subject to a maximum of Rs.25000/- till the complete information is furnished, be not
imposed under Section 20(1) of RTI Act, 2005 on him for causing willful delay/denial of the
information to the RTI applicant and to show cause why a compensation under section 19(8)
of the RTI Act,2005, may not be paid to the appellant for causing willful delay/denial of the
information for detriment suffered by him.

In addition to the written reply, the Public Information Officer is also given an
opportunity under Section 20(1) proviso thereto, for a personal hearing before the imposition
of such penalty on the next date of hearing. He may take a note that in case he does not file
his written reply and does not avail himself of the opportunity of personal hearing on the next
date, it will be presumed that he has nothing to say and the Commission will proceed ex-
parte.

5. To come up on 18.03.2026 at 11:30 A. M. at Chandigarh.

(Inderpal Singh)
Dated: 08.01.2026 Chief Information Commissioner,
Punjab
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Sh. (Dr) Ramandeep Kumar

H No. 629, Ward No-3,

Aggarwal Colony, Thana Road,

Bhikhi, Distt Mansa

M: 9417025721 Appellant
Vis

Public Information Officer,

O/o Registrar, Akal University,

Talwandi Sabo, Distt Bathinda

First Appellate Authority,

O/o Registrar, Akal University,

Talwandi Sabo, Distt Bathinda ....Respondents
Appeal Case No. 4037 Of 2024
Heard through Cisco Webex

Present: Sh. Ramandeep Kumar, the appellant through Cisco Webex.
Adv. Pahulpreet Kaur at PSIC (6280296729) on behalf of the respondent.
ORDER

This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated 22.05.2025 vide
which the case was fixed for hearing on 16.10.2025 but was not heard due to administrative
reasons. Accordingly, a notice of hearing was issued to the parties for hearing today i.e.
08.01.2026.

2. The appellant requested for the sought information. However, the respondent
requested for an adjournment to file the written submissions. Accordingly, the request of the
respondent is accepted and the case is adjourned.

3. To come up on 12.03.2026 at 11:30 A. M. at Chandigarh.

(Inderpal Singh)
Dated: 08.01.2026 Chief Information Commissioner,
Punjab
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Sh. Kewal Kumar Goyal

Flat No. 404, 4™ Floor,

Tower-E, Hermitage Park,

Near K Area Road, Dhakoli

Sub Tehsil Zirkapur

M: 9872112474 Appellant
V/s

Public Information Officer,

O/o District Manager,

Markfed, Mansa

Public Information Officer,

O/o Managing Director, Punjab

Punjab State Co-Op Supply &

Marketing Federation LTD,

Markfed House Plot No. 4, Dakshin Marg
Sector-35-B, Chandigarh

First Appellate Authority,

O/o Managing Director, Punjab

Punjab State Co-Op Supply &

Marketing Federation LTD,

Markfed House Plot No. 4, Dakshin Marg

Sector-35-B, Chandigarh ....Respondents
Appeal Case No. 4018 of 2024

Present: Sh. Kewal Kumar Goyal, the appellant.
Sh. Gurbant singh, Markfed (9888364664), Sh. Pawan Narang (9815328463)
and Sh. Baldev Krishan S/M (9915245207) on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER

This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated
29.07.2025 vide which the case was fixed for hearing on 16.10.2025 but case was not heard
due to administrative reasons. Accordingly, a notice of hearing was issued to the parties for
hearing today i.e. 08.01.2026.
2. The respondent submits that the District Manager, Markfed submitted the response
already sent to the Law Officer, Markfed, Chandigarh in which he has requested to get the
directions to withdraw the case in the Hon’ble Court as on the basis of One-Time Settlement
Policy, 2025. He further submits that the next date of hearing in the said case is 27.01.2026

and requested for an adjournment.
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Appeal Case No. 4018 of 2024

3. The mandate of the RTI Act, 2005, is transparency and accountability. In light of the
above, the respondent PIO is directed to submit the present status of the said case well
before the next date of hearing.

4. To come up on 12.03.2026 at 11:30 A. M. at Chandigarh.

(Inderpal Singh)
Dated: 08.01.2026 Chief Information Commissioner,
Punjab
CC:

Sh. Harpal Singh
District Manager,
Markfed, Mansa
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Sh. Kewal Kumar Goyal

Flat No. 404, 4™ Floor,

Tower-E, Hermitage Park,

Near K Area Road, Dhakoli

Sub Tehsil Zirkapur

M: 9872112474 Appellant
V/s

Public Information Officer,

O/o District Manager,

Markfed, Mansa

First Appellate Authority,

O/o District Manager,

Markfed, Mansa ....Respondents
Appeal Case No. 4616 Of 2024

Present: Sh. Kewal Kumar Goyal, the appellant.
Sh. Gurbant Singh, Markfed (9888364664), Sh. Pawan Narang (9815328463)
and Sh. Baldev Krishan S/M (9915245207) on behalf of the respondent.
ORDER

This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated
29.07.2025 vide which the case was fixed for hearing on 16.10.2025 but case was not heard
due to administrative reasons. Accordingly, a notice of hearing was issued to the parties for
hearing today i.e. 08.01.2026.
2. The respondent submits that the District Manager, Markfed submitted the response
already sent to the Law Officer, Markfed, Chandigarh in which he has requested to get the
directions to withdraw the case in the Hon’ble Court as on the basis of One-Time Settlement
Policy, 2025. He further submits that the next date of hearing in the said case is 27.01.2026
and requested for an adjournment.
3. The mandate of the RTI Act, 2005, is transparency and accountability. In light of the
above, the respondent PIO is directed to submit the present status of the said case well
before the next date of hearing.
4. To come up on 12.03.2026 at 11:30 A. M. at Chandigarh.

(Inderpal Singh)
Dated: 08.01.2026 Chief Information Commissioner,
Punjab
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