STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector -17-C, CHANDIGARH
(www.infocommpunjab.com) PH : 0172-4630054
Sh. Kewal Krishan Bhatia,
Vill-Sahora Kandi,

P.O Siperian, Tehsil-Mukerian,

Distt-Hoshiarpur.
        …………………………….Complainant
Vs.
Public Information Officer 

O/o Gram Panchayat,
Sahora Kandi.

……………………………..Respondent

CC- 706 of 2008
Present:
(i) Sh. Kewal Krishan Bhatia, the Complainant
(ii) Sh. Ajay Kumar, BDPO Hazipur and Sh. Satpal, Panchayat Secy., on behalf of the Respondent
ORDER

Heard.
2.
As directed during the last hearing, BDPO and Panchayat Secy., are present and state that all the information as available in the record has already been supplied to the Complainant and further state that Complainant has raised many queries for which no information can be supplied, as the information which only exist in the record can be supplied, and the queries are not to be replied. No further action is required.
2.
Disposed of.  Copies of the order be sent to both the parties. 

Sd/-
                                                   (Kulbir Singh)







State Information Commissioner

Dated: 22nd October 2008
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector -17-C, CHANDIGARH
(www.infocommpunjab.com) PH : 0172-4630054
Sh. J.S.Sandhu, Gen Secy.,

C- 2170, Ranjit Avenue,

Amritsar.
        …………………………….Appellant
Vs.
Public Information Officer 

O/o Executive Officer, 
Improvement Trust,

Amritsar.

……………………………..Respondent

AC No. 437 of 2007
Present:
(i) None is present on behalf of the Appellant
(ii) Sh. Davinder Kumar, Junior Engineer on behalf of the Respondent
ORDER
Heard.
2.        Appellant has sent a fax message that he is unable to attend today’s hearing and has also written that correct information has still not been provided to him. Respondent states that entire information stands supplied. Appellant is directed to point out the deficiencies, if any, to the Respondent before the next date of hearing.

3.
Adjourned to 27.11.08 (2.00 PM) for further proceedings. Copies of the order be sent to the parties   


Sd/-
                                                   (Kulbir Singh)







State Information Commissioner

Dated: 22nd October 2008
 STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector -17-C, CHANDIGARH
(www.infocommpunjab.com) PH : 0172-4630054

Sh. Rajesh Dhiman,
# 2, St No. 1,

Jhoojar Nagar, Patiala.
        …………………………….Complainant
Vs.
Public Information Officer 

O/o Commissioner,
MC, Patiala.

……………………………..Respondent

CC No. 763 of 2008

Present:
(i) Sh. Rajesh Dhiman, the Complainant


(ii) None is present on behalf of the Respondent
ORDER


Heard.
2.
Complainant states that information has not been supplied to him as directed by the Commission during the last hearing. During the last hearing, Respondent was directed to file an affidavit in response to the show cause notice issued to him. PIO is again absent. He has not filed the affidavit as directed during the last hearing. Before any further action is taken, PIO is given one more opportunity to be personally present on the next date of hearing alongwith the reply of the show cause notice that has already been issued to him. 
3.
Adjourned to 27.11.08 (2.00 PM) for further proceedings. Copies of the order be sent to the parties   

Sd/-
                                                   (Kulbir Singh)







State Information Commissioner

Dated: 22nd October, 2008
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector -17-C, CHANDIGARH
(www.infocommpunjab.com) PH : 0172-4630054

Sh. Vijay Kumar Gupta,
R/o Bhattan Street, Nabha,

Patiala.
        …………………………….Appellant 
Vs.
Public Information Officer 

O/o Municipal Council,
Nabha, Patiala.

……………………………..Respondent

AC No. 162 of 2008

Present:
(i) None is present on behalf of the Appellant


(ii) Sh. Charnjeev Meetal, Inspector on behalf of the Respondent
ORDER

Heard
2.
Respondent states that the required compensation has been paid to the Appellant. NO further action is required.
3.
Disposed of.  Copies of the order be sent to both the parties. 

Sd/-
                                                   (Kulbir Singh)







State Information Commissioner

Dated: 22nd October 2008
 STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector -17-C, CHANDIGARH
(www.infocommpunjab.com) PH : 0172-4630054

Sh. Jagan Nath,
S/o Sh. Ralla Ram,

# 274, Narottam Nagar,

Khanna.
        …………………………….Complainant
Vs.
Public Information Officer 

O/o Executive Officer,
Municipal Council,

Khanna.

……………………………..Respondent

MR No.43 of 2008

In

CC No.  1298 of 2007
Present:
(i) Sh. Rajinder Kumar,  on behalf of the Complainant



(ii) None is present on behalf of the Respondent
ORDER


Heard.
2.
During the last hearing, PIO was directed to file an affidavit mentioning all the cases where the ownership of plots of Improvement Trust, Khanna has been changed and NOC has been obtained. PIO is absent. He has not filed an affidavit as directed by the Commission during the last hearing. He is directed to personally present on the next date of hearing alongwith the affidavit as asked for.

3.
Adjourned to 27.11.08 (2.00 PM) for further proceedings. Copies of the order be sent to the parties   

Sd/-
                                                   (Kulbir Singh)







State Information Commissioner

Dated: 22nd October 2008
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector -17-C, CHANDIGARH
(www.infocommpunjab.com) PH : 0172-4630054

Sh. Rajinder Kumar,
S/o Sh. Jagan Nath,

# 273, Narottam Nagar,

Khanna, Tehsil-Khanna,

Distt-Ludhiana.
        …………………………….Complainant
Vs.
Public Information Officer 

O/o Executive Officer,
Municipal Council,

Khanna.

……………………………..Respondent

MR No.42 of 2008

In 

CC No. 1297   of 2007
Present:
(i) Sh. Rajinder Kumar, the Complainant


(ii) None is present on behalf of the Respondent
ORDER


Heard.
2.
During the last hearing, PIO was directed to file an affidavit mentioning all the cases where the ownership of plots of Improvement Trust, Khanna has been changed and NOC has been obtained. PIO is absent. He has not filed an affidavit as directed by the Commission during the last hearing. He is directed to personally present on the next date of hearing alongwith the affidavit as asked for.
3.
Adjourned to 27.11.08 (2.00 PM) for further proceedings. Copies of the order be sent to the parties   

Sd/-
                                                   (Kulbir Singh)







State Information Commissioner

Dated: 22nd October 2008
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector -17-C, CHANDIGARH
(www.infocommpunjab.com) PH : 0172-4630054

Sh. Gurbaksh Singh,

# 80, Premier Complex,

Chandighar Road,

Ludhiana.
        …………………………….Complainant
Vs.
Public Information Officer 

O/o Distt. Transport Officer,

Ludhiana.

……………………………..Respondent

CC No.  1529 of 2007

Present:
(i) None is present on behalf of the Complainant


(ii) Sh. Karanveer Singh, ADTO, on behalf of the Respondent
ORDER


Heard.
2.
Sh. Karanveer Singh, ADTO, states that compensation has been paid to the Complainant and penalty amount has been deposited in the Govt. Treasury. No further action is required.
3.
Disposed of.  Copies of the order be sent to both the parties. 

Sd/-
                                                   (Kulbir Singh)







State Information Commissioner

Dated: 22nd October 2008
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector -17-C, CHANDIGARH
(www.infocommpunjab.com) PH : 0172-4630054
Sh. Sheetal Kumar Goyal,

Vill-Green Avenue Street,

Near Star Cinema,

Malerkotla, Distt-Sangrur.
        …………………………….Complainant
Vs.
Public Information Officer 

O/o Nagar Council,

Malerkotla.

……………………………..Respondent

CC No. 1343 of  2008

Present:
(i) Sh. Sheetal Kumar Goyal, the Complainant


(ii) Amrik Singh, Accountant-cum-PIO on behalf of the Respondent
ORDER


Heard.
2.
Complainant states that some of the information has still not been provided. Respondent states that all the record is with him and the Complainant should pinpoint whatever record is required and he is ready to supply the same today itself. Complainant states that he should be provided copy of the affidavit submitted by the Respondent. The same is provided to him. As all the information stands supplied no further action is required.
3.
Disposed of.  Copies of the order be sent to both the parties. 

Sd/-
                                                   (Kulbir Singh)







State Information Commissioner

Dated: 22nd October 2008
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector -17-C, CHANDIGARH
(www.infocommpunjab.com) PH : 0172-4630054
Sh. Dev Raj, 

Asstt. Engineer Dept of Agriculture,

Kheti Bhawan, Hoshiarpur.
        …………………………….Complainant
Vs.
Public Information Officer 

O/o Director Agriculture Pb,

Chandigarh.

……………………………..Respondent

CC No. 1432 of  2008

Present:
(i) Sh. Dev Raj, the Complainant


(ii) Sh. Dharmpal Singh, Suptd., on behalf of the Respondent
ORDER


Heard.
2.
Complainant states that he has received the required information and is satisfied. No further action is required.
3.
Disposed of.  Copies of the order be sent to both the parties. 

Sd/-
                                                   (Kulbir Singh)







State Information Commissioner

Dated: 22nd October 2008
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector -17-C, CHANDIGARH
(www.infocommpunjab.com) PH : 0172-4630054
Sh. Piara Lal Bhatia,

# 80, Ward No.8, Gali NO.14,

Krishna Colony Daswya,

Distt-Hoshiarpur.
        …………………………….Complainant
Vs.
Public Information Officer 

O/o Director Rural Development

And Panachayat, Pb, CHD

……………………………..Respondent

CC No. 659 of  2008

Present:
(i) Sh. Piara Lal Bhatia, the Complainant


(ii) Sh. Jasbir Singh, APIO on behalf of the Respondent
ORDER


Heard.
2.
As directed during the last hearing, Respondent has brought the complete record. The perusal of the record shows that the letter was returned by DDPO, Hoshiarpur to the Law Officer, O/o Director, Rural Development and Panchayat, Pb, CHD and further no action was taken to post the letter at correct address.
3.
The Complainant has filed an application for information on 07.12.07 and on receipt of the application for information, Joint Director-cum-PIO sent the same to the Suptd., (complaints) with the direction that the information may directly be supplied to the Complainant under intimation to him. The Suptd( complaints), on 02.01.2008, has written to Sh. Piara Lal Bhatia to provide the names of Sarpanch/Panch, the name of the village and Block so that further action could be taken on this complaint. Since, this letter was not properly addressed and never reached the Complainant.
4.
After the Complainant filed complaint with the Commission, the required information was provided to the Complainant during the course of five hearings. Complainant states that he has received the required information but  the 
Contd…P-2

-2-

information about action taken against the accused has still not been provided to him. Respondent states that as the inquiry has not been completed, so information about action taken could not be provided. PIO is advised to complete the inquiry at the earliest and provide information to the Complainant. PIO was also issued show cause notice and reply was filed by him.
5.
I have given my thoughtful consideration to the reply filed in response to show cause notice. I am of the view that though there is nothing to suggest the existence of any mala fides on the part of the Respondent, It, however, transpires that the delay in the supply of information occurred on account of a collective failure of the mechanism put in place by the Director, Rural Development and Panchayat, Pb, CHD for serving the RTI requests.  The systemic deficiencies obtaining in the Director, Rural Development and Panchayat, Pb, CHd in the matter of processing and serving the RTI requests are to my mind primarily responsible for the delay in the supply of information.  

6.
I am, therefore, of the view that the ends of justice would be met if instead of penalizing the Respondent PIO under section 20 of the RTI Act 2005, a suitable compensation is awarded to the Complainant for the loss and detriment suffered by him on account of the delayed supply of information in these two matters.  

7.
A total sum of Rs. 2000/- (Rs. Two thousand only) by way of compensation is hereby awarded to the Complainant.  This amount shall be payable by the Public Authority (Director, Rural Development and Panchayat, Pb, CHD) within 15 days.  The Respondent shall intimate the Commission about the payment of compensation to the Complainant. The proceedings under section 20 RTI Act 2005 against the Respondent PIO are hereby dropped. 
8.
Adjourned to 27.11.08 (2.00 PM) for further proceedings. Copies of the order be sent to the parties   

Sd/-
Kulbir Singh)







State Information Commissioner

Dated: 22nd October 2008
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector -17-C, CHANDIGARH
(www.infocommpunjab.com) PH : 0172-4630054
Sh. Om Parkash,

R/o 1609/2, Ram Gali Katra,

Ahluwalia, Amritsar.
        …………………………….Appellant
Vs.
Public Information Officer 

O/o Commissioner,

Municipal Corporation,

Municipal Town Planner, Town Hall,

Amritsar.

……………………………..Respondent

AC No. 249 of  2008
Present:
(i) None is present on behalf of the Appellant


(ii) Aftab Bhatia, Clerk on behalf of the Respondent
ORDER


Heard.
2.
Respondent states that some of the information has been provided to the Appellant but most of the information relates to Sh. Vinod Kumar, which is third party information. Appellant is directed to justify what public interest is involved in the information asked for before the next date of hearing. At the same time, I am also of the view that an opportunity of hearing should be afforded  to the third party concerned namely Sh. Vinod Kumar before a final decision in this appeal is to be taken.
3.
In view of the foregoing, I direct, that a notice be issued to Sh. Vinod Kumar intimating  him about the next date of hearing and also that he is at liberty to appear and make his submissions regarding the information sought by the Appellant.
 3.
Adjourned to 27.11.08 (2.00 PM) for further proceedings. Copies of the order be sent to the parties   

Sd/-
                                                   (Kulbir Singh)







State Information Commissioner

Dated: 22nd October 2008
CC- Sh. Vinod Kumar, 832, New-1441/11, Ram Gali Katra, Ahluwalia. Amritsar

