STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, 2nd  Floor,  Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

Mr.    U.K.Sharda,

Resurgence India,

903 Chander Nagar,

Civil Lines,Ludhiana





--------------Complainant
Vs.     

Public Information Officer, 

O/oIndian Red Cross Society,

C/o D.C.  Mukatsar





_________ Respondent

CC No. 501     of 2008

Present:
i)
  None on behalf of the complainant 



ii)
  Ms.  Hardev  Kaur  Gill, Secretary, Red Cross Society, 



  Mukatsar,  on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER


Heard.


The respondent has not given the required information to the complainant on the following two grounds:-

1. The Commission vide its orders dated 16-11-2006 has decided that District Red Cross Societies do not come within the purview of the RTI Act.

2. This issue is subjudice before the Hon’ble High Court
 of Punjab and Haryana and it would be advisable to wait for the final decision of the Hon’ble High Court.


The representative of the PIO present here has been informed by the Court that the decision of the Commission dated 16-11-2006 has since been over turned and according to the latest decision of the Commission given in CC No.242 of 2007, District Red Cross Societies have been found to be covered by the expression “public authority’  as defined in the RTI Act, and to be within the jurisdiction of the Punjab  State Information Commission. This, in fact, is the finding of the Central Information Commission as well, contained in its orders dated 9-11-2006 in Appeal No. 152/10PB/2006. Secondly, she has been informed that this issue  is not pending for a decision in any writ petition before the Hon’ble High Court and the respondent was under a wrong impression. ..2/-
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The respondent is accordingly directed to proceed to send a response to the application for information of the complainant dated 17-1-2008.  Since, however, the objections to supplying the information were communicated by the                                                                                    

respondent to the complainant within 30 days of the receipt of application for information, and the same are being overruled for the first time by the Commission today, the period of 30 days within which the information is to be provided under the RTI Act shall be deemed  to have commenced from today.


Another opportunity is given to the complainant to appear before the Court at 10 AM on 13-6-2008 , when the action taken by the respondent in pursuance of today’s orders will also be reviewed. 







 (P.K.Verma)







       State Information Commissioner

Dated:   16th  May  2008
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, 2nd  Floor,  Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

Mr. U.K.Sharda,

Resurgence India,

903 Chandwer Nagar,

Civil Lines,Ludhiana






  ---Complainant

Vs.     

Public Information Officer, 

O/o Indian Red Cross Society,

C/o D.C. Hoshiarpur





__ Respondent

CC No.  502    of 2008

Present:
i)
    None on behalf of the complainant


ii)
    Sh.  Amarjit Hamrol, Secretarty-cum-PIO, Distt. Red 



    Cross,Hoshiarpur.

ORDER


Heard.


The complainant is not present.


Another opportunity is given to the complainant to appear before the Court at 10 AM on 13-6-2008.







 (P.K.Verma)







       State Information Commissioner

Dated:   16th  May  2008
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, 2nd  Floor,  Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

Mr.   U.K.Sharda,

Resurgence India,

903 ,   Chander Nagar,

Civil Lines,  

Ludhiana






  ---Complainant

Vs.     

Public Information Officer, 

O/o Indian Red Cross Society,

C/o D.C.,   Mohali





____ Respondent

C No.  503    of 2008

Present:
i)
  None on behalf of the complainant


ii)
  Ms.  Navjot Kaur, AC Grievances,on behalf of the 




   respondent.

ORDER


Heard.


The complainant is not present.


Another opportunity is given to the complainant to appear before the Court at 10 AM on 13-6-2008.







 (P.K.Verma)







       State Information Commissioner

Dated:   16th  May  2008
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, 2nd  Floor,  Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

Sh. Kamal  Anand,

People for Transparency,

Telephone Exchange Road,

Near Sainik Rest House, 
Sangrur




  


---Complainant

Vs.     

Public Information Officer, 

O/oIndian  Red Cross Society,

C/o Deputy Commissioner,

Nawanshehar





_________ Respondent

CC No. 484     of 2008

Present:
i)
  None on behalf of the complainant


ii)
  Sh.  Sukhwinder Singh Dhillon, PIO-cum-Distt Revenue 



  Officer, Nawanshehar.
ORDER


Heard.


The complainant has withdrawn his complainant against the PIO, office of the Distt. Red Cross Society, Nawanshehar, vide   his  letter dated 15-5-2008.


Disposed of.







 (P.K.Verma)







       State Information Commissioner

Dated:   16th  May  2008
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, 2nd  Floor,  Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

Sh. Kamal  Anand,

People for Transparency,

Telephone Exchange Road,

Near Sainik Rest House,
 Sangrur




 

 ---Complainant

Vs.     

Public Information Officer, 

O/o Indian  Red Cross Society,

C/o Deputy Commissioner,

Bhatinda





_________ Respondent

CC No. 485     of 2008

Present:
i)
   None on behalf of the complainant


ii)
   Sh. J.R.Goel, Secretary-cum-APIO,on behalf of the 




   respondent.

ORDER


Heard.


The complainant has withdrawn his complainant against the PIO,office of the Distt. Red Cross Society, Bhatinda, vide   his  letter dated 15-5-2008.



Disposed of.








 (P.K.Verma)







       State Information Commissioner

Dated:   16th  May  2008
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, 2nd  Floor,  Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

Sh. Kamal  Anand,

People for Transparency,

Telephone Exchange Road,

Near Sainik Rest House, 
Sangrur



  


---Complainant

Vs.     

Public Information Officer, 

O/o Indian  Red Cross Society,

C/o Deputy Commissioner,

Faridkot





_________ Respondent

CC No. 486     of 2008

Present:
i)
  None on behalf of the complainant


ii)
 S.  Gurdial Singh, Secretary-cum-APIO, on behalf of the 



 respondent.

ORDER


Heard.


The complainant has withdrawn his complainant against the PIO, office of the Distt. Red Cross Society, Faridkot, vide   his  letter dated 15-5-2008.



Disposed of.








 (P.K.Verma)







       State Information Commissioner

Dated:   16th  May  2008
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, 2nd  Floor,  Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

Sh. Charanjit  Bhullar,

C/o Tribune Office,

Goniana  Road,  Bhatinda.




  ---Complainant

Vs.     

Public Information Officer, 

O/o Secretary to Government, Punjab,

Transport Department,

Chandigarh





_________ Respondent

CC No.  557    of 2008

Present:
i)
  None on behalf of the complainant


ii)
  Sh. Balwinder Singh, Law Officer-cum-APIO,o/o DST,Pb.



iii)          Sh. B.K.Singla, Sr. Asstt ,o/o Secretary Transport,Pb,on 



   behalf of the respondent.

ORDER


Heard.


The information required by the complainant has been  brought by the respondent  to the Court today.


The complainant is not present. The required information should be sent by the respondent to the complainant through registered post.


The case is adjourned to 10 AM on 13-6-2008 to give an opportunity to the complainant to point out deficiencies, if any, in the information being sent to him.













 (P.K.Verma)







       State Information Commissioner

Dated:   16th  May  2008
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, 2nd  Floor,  Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

Sh. Charanjit  Bhullar,

C/o Tribune Office,

Goniana  Road,  Bhatinda.


  ---Complainant

Vs.     

Public Information Officer, 

O/oThe Secretary,

Punjab School Education Board,

Mohali





_________ Respondent

CC No.  558    of 2008

Present:
i)
  None on behalf of the complainant


ii)
  Sh. Varinder Kumar, Jt. Secretary-cum-PIO, PSEB.
ORDER


Heard.


The information asked for by the complainant has been provided to him by the respondent and the complainant has written to the Commission requesting that his complaint may be dismissed.


Disposed of.













 (P.K.Verma)







       State Information Commissioner

Dated:   16th  May  2008
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, 2nd  Floor,  Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

Sh. Charanjit  Bhullar,

C/o Tribune Office,

Goniana  Road,  Bhatinda.



  ---Complainant

Vs.     

Public Information Officer, 

O/o The Commissioner,

Ferozepur Division,

Ferozepur





_________ Respondent

CC No. 559     of 2008

Present:
i)
    None on behalf of the complainant


ii)
    Sh. Vijay  Kumar Mehta, Supdt-cum-APIO,on behalf of the 


    respondent.

ORDER


Heard.


The respondent has not given the required information to the complainant on the advice of the District Attorney, Ferozepur.  However, the advice of the Hon’ble Distt. Attorney is based on an order of the Commission dated 16-11-2006 which has since been over turned and a fresh order in CC No.242 of   2007 has been issued by the Commission in which it has been decided that Distt. Red Cross Societies are ‘public authorities’ within the meaning of the RTI Act and that they fall within the jurisdiction of the Punjab State Information Commission.  Further, from the advice of the Hon’ble Distt. Attorney, it appears that he is under the impression that  the issue whether Distt. Red Cross Societies are public authorities  is pending in the Hon’ble High Court of Punjab and Haryana, which is not the case.   The respondent is therefore advised to seek the advice of the Distt. Attorney  afresh and to proceed accordingly.


In case the Hon’ble Distt Attorney is still of the view that the respondent  
                                                                                                                       …2/
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should await the outcome of the writ petition cited in his present advice, he may also specify the sub-clause of section 8 of the RTI Act under which the respondent can claim exemption from providing the required information.


 
The action taken, if any, for supplying the required information to the complainant should be intimated to the Commission on the next date of hearing, at 10 AM on 20-6-2008.








 (P.K.Verma)







       State Information Commissioner

Dated:   16th  May  2008
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, 2nd  Floor,  Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

Sh. K.K.Goyal,

Journalist,
Railway  Bridge Street,

Lalluana Road,    Mansa.



  ---Complainant

Vs.     

Public Information Officer, 

O/o The Sr. Supdt.  Police,
  Mansa





_________ Respondent

CC No.  603    of 2008

Present:
i)
  None on behalf of the complainant


ii)
   DSP  Sh. Balwinder Singh, on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER


Heard.


The information required by the complainant has been provided to him by the respondent.


The complainant is not present. Apparently, he is satisfied with the information which has been provided.


Disposed of.













 (P.K.Verma)







       State Information Commissioner

Dated:   16th  May  2008
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, 2nd  Floor,  Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

Sh.  Happy  Kumar,

W. No. 8,  Near S. Ajeet  Singh  Bhangu,  Advocate,

Lalluana Road,

Mansa






  ---Complainant

Vs.     

Public Information Officer, 

O/o  The   Manager,

Mansa Central Coop. Bank,

Mansa





_________ Respondent

CC No.  530    of 2008

Present:
i)
Sh.  Happy  Kumar,complainant in person



ii)
 None   on behalf of the respondent.

ORDER


Heard.


It would not be appropriate to proceed with this case at present since the question whether the Cooperative Societies are public authorities as defined in the RTI Act, is under adjudication before the Hon’ble High Court of Punjab and Haryana, and the Hon’ble Court has restrained the Commission from proceeding in the concerned case by way of an  interim order.


In the above circumstances, this case is adjourned sine die. Fresh notices would be issued to the parties after a decision has been taken by the Hon’ble High Court in the concerned case, CC-409/2006.







 (P.K.Verma)







       State Information Commissioner

Dated:   16th  May  2008
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, 2nd Floor (Court No-1), Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

Dr. J.K. Sharma,

306-A, Rajguru Nagar,

Ludhiana.



  
  ____________ Complainant 

Vs.

Public Information Officer ,

O/o Registrar,

Guru Angad Dev Veterinary &
 Animal Sciences University,

Ludhiana.





____________ Respondent

CC No. 1978 of 2007

Present:
i)  
  None on behalf of the complainant



ii) 
Sh.    D.P.Rattan, APIO-cum-Administrative and Accounts 



Officer,  on behalf of the  respondent.
 ORDER


Heard.


The information provided by the respondent in response to the various applications of the complainant, the objections of the complainant and the deficiencies pointed out by him in respect of some of the provided information, and the additional information given by the respondent in response thereto, have been  scrutinized in the Court today and I conclude that full and complete information has been provided by the respondent to the complainant with regard to all his applications for information.

I also find that  the respondent has correctly denied information regarding copies of the Annual Confidential Reports of 15 Heads of departments asked for by the complainant vide his application dated 15-10-2007, and a copy of the letter addressed  to Dr. A.S.Nanda, on the subject of his alleged inefficiency,  desired by the complainant vide his application dated 13-12-2007, under section 8( I ) ( j ) of the RTI Act.  However, copies of the correspondence between the DSP, Police Station Sarabha Nagar and the Vice Chancellor  of the   University, 










…2/





---2---

asked for in the complainant’s application dated 13-12-2007, has been incorrectly denied to him under the same section and therefore, I direct that the copies of this correspondence should be sent to the complainant, except for any portion thereof in which the contents of any ACR/Assessment Report etc.of any officer of the University, including the complainant, is revealed.


Disposed  of.







 (P.K.Verma)







       State Information Commissioner

Dated:   16th  May  2008
