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PUNJAB STATE INFORMATION COMMIx~.
RED CROSS BHAWAN .SECTOR 16

CHANDIGARH

To

All the State Information Commissioners, Punjab,

Chandigarh.

O

Memo Mo. 17/1/2011-SA-Admn-PSIC/ é?(é

Chandigarh, dated the ¢ | ,(2019
Subject:- Mniutes of 39" Meeting of the Full Commission of the State

Information Commission, Punjab held on 31.7 2019 at 3.00 P.M.

ek

- A copy of the Mniutes of 39" Meeting of the Full Commission of the
StateInformation Commission, Punjab held on 31.7..2019 at 3.00 P.M under the

Chairmanship of Hon'ble Chief Information Commissioner, Punjab is sent herewith

1‘/(
’ e

Secretary”

for information please.

Endst. No. 17/1/2011-SA-Admn-2017/ Q& (- 6Y pated, the ¢/ 08/.2019

A copy of the above is forwarded to the following for information and
necessary action :-

1. Secretary to Hon'ble Chief Information Commissioner.
2. Deputy Registrar, State Information Commission,Punjab
3. Astt.Controller (Finance & Account). pPSIC

\V System Administrator/PrWer, psIC
e

Secretafy—" '
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MUNUTES OF 39™ MEEETING OF FULL COMMISSION OF PUNJAB STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION
HELD ON 31-07-2019 AT 3.00 PM UNDER THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF HON’'BLE CHIEF INFORMATION
COMMISSION ER, SHRI SURESH ARORA, IPS(RETD) IN HIS OFFICE ROOM

The following were present:-

Shri Yashvir Mahajan, State Information Commissioner, Punjab
Shri Nidharak Singh Brar, State Information Commissioner, Punjab
Dr.Pawan Kumar Singla, State Information Commissioner, Punjab
Mrs Preety Chawla, State Information Commissioner, Punjab

Shri Avtar Singh Kaler, State Information Commissioner, Punjab
Shri Hem Inder Singh, State Information Commissioner, Punjab
Shri Sanjiv Garg, State Information Commissioner, Punjab

Shri Khushwant Singh, State Information Commissioner, Punjab
Shri Asit Jolly, State Information Commissioner, Punjab
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Shri Praneet, 1AS, Secretary to the Commission was also present.

The Honbe'e Chief Information Commissioner, Punjab, welcomed all the members of the Full
Commission.

The following agenda items were discussed and decisions were taken thereon:

Item No.1. Approval of draft Annual Report of the Punjab State Information Commission for the
year 2017.

The draft of Annual Report of the Commission for the year 2017 was discussed in detail
and approved. It was also decided to expedite the preparation of Annual Report for the year 2018.

Item No.2 Audit under Section 4 of the Right to Information Act, 2005.

The issue with regard to compliance with Section 4 of the RTI Act, 2005 was discussed in
detail and it was felt that if the compliance of this section is ensured by various departments, it will help
the information-seeker as well as the departments immensely. It was also felt that there is a need to
conduct survey regarding proper implementation of the Section 4 6f the RTI Act, 2005. In this regard a
reference was magle to the report of Governance Reforms Commission and the survey conducted by it
relating to RTI Aét in the year 2011. It was also felt by the Full Commission that a fresh survey of the
department be got conducted through same agency for ensuring proper compliance of provisions of the

RTI Act, 2005 and Government may be approached for the same.
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Item No.3. Enhancement of upper age from 62 years to 65 years of retired employees hired by
the Commission — Amendment of Rules.

Punjab RTI Rules, 2017 fix the upper age limit of 62 years for engagement of retired
employees or a maximum of 3 years whichever is earlier. Because of this the Commission is facing
difficulties in getting experienced retired staff. The Commission has already taken up the matter with
the Govt. and made a request to enhance the upper age limit upto 65 years without the condition of 3
years of service and also quoted the rules and regulations of other Commissions and autonomous
bodies in the State. The Full Commission unanimously resolved that the Govt. may be again approached

for seeking enhancement of the upper age limit to 65 years for engagement of retired employees on

e
contract basis.

The following items were also taken up for discussion with the permission of the
Hon’ble Chief Information Commissioner:

Item No.4 - Retention of employees on completion of tenure of State Information
Commissioners.

The Full Commission discussed the representation given by its outsourced employees
with regard to termination of their services on the completion of tenure or resignation of any
Information Commissioner. They represented that this practice not only results in injustice to the
experienced staff but also causes loss to the Commission as it is deprived of experienced and dedicated
workers. It has further been stated by the employees that they are working in the Commission for the
last many yearswagg have become over-age and unfit to apply for other jobs. They cannot apply for
employment outside the Commission. The issue was discussed in detail and all the Members
unanimously decided to dispense with the past practice in this regard and henceforth the staff attached
with an Information Commissioner would not be automatically relieved on the completion of his/her
tenure if they can be put to some other work in the Commission. In any case, if the work and conduct of

any employee is not satisfactory, his/her services can be dispensed with by passing a speaking order.
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Item No.5 Awareness Campaign regarding Right to Information Act, 2005.

The full Commission felt that there is need to spread awareness among the common
people about the Right to Information Act which may help them in many ways. The Commission is
getting funds for this purpose from the Central Government and National Federation of Information

Commissions in India (NFICI). These funds are being transferred to MGSIPA to conduct

decided that the MGSIPA may first prepare and send the Programme with regard to
seminars/workéhﬁps in advance to the Commission so that the Information Commissioners may also

attend the same. The Secretary of the Commission will co-ordinate with MGSIPA officials.

Item No. 6 E-working in the Commission.

delivery of justice to the information seekers under RT| Act, 2005 in a fast and effective manner and to
improve its functioning. The Full Commission approved that the matter may be taken up with the State
Government to carry out the necessary survey by some professional agency to introduce paperless
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