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PUNJAB STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION
RED CROSS BHAWAN, SECTOR 16,
CHANDIGARH

“To

All the State Information Commissioners, Punjab,
Chandigarh.

Memo No.17/1/2011-SA-Admn-PSIC/
Chandigarh, dated the Feb.,2019

Subject: Minutes of 37" Meeting of the Full Commission of the State Information
Commission, Punjab, held on 23-01-2019 at 1.00 PM.

o

A copy of the Minutes of 37"' Meeting of the Full Commission of the
Punjab State Information Commission, held on 23-01-2019 at 1.00 PM under- the
Chairmanship of Hon'ble Chief Information Commissioner, Punjab, is sent herewith for
information and necessary action. L

Secretary
Endst.No.17/1/2011-SA-Admn-2017/ 3 02— Dated, the ‘B Feb.,2019
o

A copy along with a copy of minutes is forwarded
information and necessary action:-

the following for

1. Secretary to Hon'ble CIC
2. Private Secretary to Secretary/PSIC
3. Deputy Registrar/PSIC
4. Asstt.Controller(F&A)/PSIC
~"System Administrator/Programmer
Section Officer
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Proceedings of 37th meeting of the Full Commission of Punjab State Information
Commission held on 23.01.2019 at 1:00 PM under the Chairmanship of Dr. S.S.Channy
Hon'ble Chief Information Commissioner Punjab.

Present:-
1. 8h. Ajit Singh Chanduraian, Ld. State Information Commissioner, Punjab.
2. 8h. Yashvir Mahajan, Ld. State Information Commissioner, Punjab.
3. Shri Nidharak Singh Brar, Ld. State Information Commissioner,Punjab
4. Dr. Pawan Kumar Singla, Ld. State Information Commissioner, Punjab.
5. Dr. Viney Kapoor Mehra, Ld. State Information Commissioner, Punjab.
6. Smt. Preety Chawla, Ld. State Information Commissioner, Punjab.
7. Sh. Hem Inder Singh, Ld. State Information Commissioner, Punjab.
8. Sh. Avtar Singh Kaler, Ld. State Information Commissioner, Punjab.
9. Sh. Khushwant Singh, Ld. State Information Commissioner, Punjab.
10. Sh. Sanjiv Garg, Ld. State Information Commissioner, Punjab.
11.Smt. Jaswinder Kaur Sidhu, Secretary, Punjab State Information Commission.

In attendance
Sh. Shingara Singh Deputy Registrar
Sh. Sudhir Kumar Section Officer

At the outset Hon'ble CIC welcomed all the members.

Agenda items were e;(plained in detail and were thoroughly discussed. Item wise
decisions were taken as under:-

ltem No. 1- Suggestions given by Sh. Navdeep Gupta Advocate in his
representation dated 05.11.2018:- -

The suggestions received from Sh. Navdeep Gupta were deliberated upon
thoroughly and it was observed that it is not possible to decide on the very first
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hearing whether the information sought by the applicant is giveable or not because no
such decision can be taken without hearing both the parties and without considering

their submissions.

So far as the suggestion relating to the adjudication on correctness of
information supplied in Complaint Cases is concerned, it was observed that decision of
Hon'ble Supreme Court of India in Civil Appeal Nos. 10787 — 10788 of 2011(arising out
of SLP (c) No. 32768-32769/2010) is kept in view and followed while deciding the
complaint cases by the Benches of the Commission.

Regarding the suggestion relating to the appearance of low level officials
in the Commission in Appeal/ Complaint Cases, it was noted that as per provision
contained in Rule 13 of Punjab RTI Rules, 2017 any officer can be authorized by the
Public Authority to appear and present its case in the Commission. It was brought to
the notice of all the Hon'ble SIC's by Hon'ble CIC that matter has already been taken up
with the State Government to carry out amendment in this provision but the action is
still awaited.

Regarding the suggestion relating to the presence of appellant/
complainant in the Commission at the time of hearing, the provision of Punjab RTI
Rules 2017 was discussed and it was noted that the appellant is to be informed of the
date of the hearing and he can represent his case personally or through his duly
authorized representative. His presence is not mandatory and can not be enforced. In
case he does not associate in any manner then the case is to be decided on metits.

ltem No. 2- _ Suggestions of Sh. S.M Bhanot President RTIFED received

vide his email dated 06.11.2018 regarding dispatch of notice of hearing or
decisions of the Commission.

The suggestions contained in his above said email were discussed in
detail and it was decided that the seal of the Commission which is being designed for

affixing the same on the orders of the Commission will also be affixed on the hearing

notice being sent in appeall complaint cases. It was also observed that any letter sent
through registered post is deemed to be delivered to the concerned person/authority,
therefore there is no need to add acknowledgment due with the registered letters being
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sent by the Commission. The issue of sending the hearing notice through email was
also discussed and was not approved due to the fact that every complainant/ appellant
may not have the email Id or access to the facility of the email or download the
document. The issue relating to the dispatch of notice sent under Section 19(9) of RTI
Act through registered post was also discussed and it was noted that this notice is
being sent through registered post to the concerned Public Authority atleast in the
beginning, thereafter it is the intimation of facts only which are usually given in their
presence. However it was desired by Hon'ble CIC to ensure that in future such hearing
notices are invariably sent through registered post to the concerned public authority.

Item No. 3 Suggestions of Sh. S.M Bhanot President RTIFED and Sh. DC

Gupta r/o Patiala regarding the registration, abatement or return of appeal/

complaint cases in the Commission.

The suggestions received from Sh. SM Bhanot through his emails dated
05.10.2018, 15.10.2018 and representation of Sh. DC Gupta dated 27.09.2018 were
discussed in detail and it was noted that the provisions incorporated in the Office
Order dated 27.03.2018 are required to be observed by the complainant/ appellants
while filing the complaint/ appeal cases in the Commission. Hon'ble CIC observed that
self attested ID proof was being obtained from the Complainant/ applicants as per
order of Hon'ble Punjab & Haryana High Court in CWP No. 4787 of 2011 to verify the
identity of the appellant/complainant. It was also observed that it is not possible at the
level of the Commlsslon to prepare requisite photocopies of the documents, in case
only one copy is accepted as suggested by the representationists in the appeal !
complaint cases. After detaﬂed discussion it was decided that no change is required in
the Office Order dated 27.03.2018 on the basis of suggestions contained in the
aforesaid communications of Sh. SM Bhanot & Sh. DC Gupta.
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Item No;4 News Clippings dated 29.10.2018

The contents of these clippings were noted and it was observed that NRIs
are citizens of India and are therefore entitled to seek/ obtain information under RTI
Act.

The editorial note of Ranbir Singh, Senior fellow institute of Social
Sciences, New Delhi was deliberated upon in the meeting and the relevant points were
noted.

Item No.5- Suggestion of Sh. Sham Lal Singla RTI Activists and others
regarding improvement _in the Administration of the _Information

Commission.

pas il

This item was deferred for detailed discussion in the next meeting of Full

Commission.
Meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair.

SRR





