STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO NO. 32-33-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Ms. Sukha Bai, Sarpanch,

w/o Sh. Jangi Ram,

Village Pattrewala,

Tehsil Fazilka, Block Khuian Sarvar,

Ferozepur



  



        …Appellant 

Versus

1.
Public Information Officer 

O/o B.D.P.O

Block Khuian Sarvar at Abohar,

Distt. Ferozepur 

2.
Public Information Officer,


First Appellate Authority,

O/o Distt. Development & Panchayat Officer 

Ferozepur  






  …Respondents

AC - 406/11

Order

Present:
Complainant Sh. Varinder Kumar in person. (98728-76197)
For the Respondent: Sh. Arjun Jindal, BDPO Kuian Sarvar (87225-99990)
Heard via Video Conference.   



Submissions of both the parties taken on record.



The pronouncement of the order, the case will now come up through Video Conference Facility of NIC available in the office of Deputy Commissioner, Ferozepur, on 12.01.2012 at 11 A.M.   



Copies of order be sent to the parties.


Sd/-
Chandigarh





Mrs. Ravi Singh

Dated: 21.12.2011


      State Information Commissioner 
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO NO. 32-33-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Sh. Harpal Singh 

s/o Sh. Jangir Singh 

Village Mine Wala,

Tehsil Jalalabad (West), Ferozepur

  

        …Appellant 

Versus

1.
Public Information Officer 

O/o Distt. Forest Officer,

Ferozepur 


2.
Public Information Officer,


First Appellate Authority,

O/o Conservator of Forests,

Ferozepur






  …Respondents

AC - 226/11

Order

Present:
Complainant Sh. Harpal Singh in person alongwith Sh. Yashwant Rai Puri, Councillor (94174-89344).


For the Respondent: Sh. Baljinder Singh Range Officer (94782-10113)

Heard via Video Conference.   

 
In the earlier hearing dated 15.11.2011, it was recorded: -
“It is further observed that despite clear stipulation in the notice of hearing ‘only an official not below the rank of APIO / PIO be deputed to attend the hearing in the Commission’, only clerks are being sent who are not at all familiar with the provisions of the RTI Act, 2005 nor are they conversant with the facts of the case and resultantly, lot of previous time of the Commission, the complainant and general public whose cases are fixed for hearing on the said date, goes waste.   In majority of such cases, even the officials deputed are not diligent enough to understand the queries of the Commission or other points involved; and hence such an approach of the respondent cannot always be viewed lightly.  Accordingly, respondent is directed to take a careful note of the foregoing and ensure that in future, only an APIO / PIO appears before the Commission to participate in the hearing of the case. 

On the next date of the hearing Sh. Daljit Singh Brar, PIO is directed to appear personally, without fail.”









Contd……..2/-

-:2:-
 

Today, the respondent was unable to explain the position.  Therefore, PIO – Sh. Sanjeev Tiwari, DFO-cum-PIO, Ferozepur (who is stated to be the PIO designated during the relevant period; and not Sh. Daljit Singh Brar, as was noted in the earlier hearing) is hereby issued a show cause notice as to why a penalty under Section 20(1) of RTI Act, 2005 @ Rs. 250/- per day subject to maximum of Rs. 25,000/- be not imposed on him till the information is furnished.  



In addition to the written reply, the PIO is also hereby given an opportunity u/s 20(1) proviso thereto for a personal hearing before the imposition of such penalty on the next date of hearing.  He may take note that in case he does not file his written reply and does not avail himself of the opportunity of personal hearing on the date fixed, it will be presumed that he has nothing to say and the Commission shall proceed to take further proceedings against him ex parte. 



PIO is further directed to provide relevant information to the appellant within a week’s time, under intimation to the Commission.  Written submissions to the show cause notice, if any, should also be made well before the next date fixed. 

 
The case will now be heard through Video Conference Facility of NIC available in the office of Deputy Commissioner, Ferozepur, on 12.01.2012 at 11 A.M.   

Copies of order be sent to the parties.

Sd/-

Chandigarh





Mrs. Ravi Singh

Dated: 21.12.2011


      State Information Commissioner 
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO NO. 32-33-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

(98788-26353)

Sh. Ram Niwas

Gali Pujariyan, 

Bikanari Road,

Fazilka, Punjab






        …Complainant

Vs
Public Information Officer,

O/o District Education Officer (EE)

Ferozepur 


     
   



       ..…Respondent

CC No.  2593/11 

Order

Present: 
None for the Complainant. 

For the Respondent: Sh. Pawan Sharma, Dealing Asstt and Sh. Rajinder Kumar Kakar, Sr. Asstt. (98556-50178) 
Heard via Video Conference.   
 

Today Respondent present states that he had provided the information on 20.11.2011 to the complainant by hand. 


A fax message dated 21.12.2011 has been received from the Respondent, which reads as under:- 

“As per the circumstances of the case, the medical claim of the official concerned has been settled on 20.11.2011.”



A copy of the acknowledgment from the complainant has also been received.



Seeing the merits of the case, therefore, it is hereby closed and disposed of. 

 

Copies of order be sent to the parties.

Sd/-

Chandigarh





Mrs. Ravi Singh

Dated: 21.12.2011


      State Information Commissioner 
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO NO. 32-33-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Sh. Ramesh Chander Arora,

III/83, Arya Nagar,

Fazilka-152123 (Distt. Ferozepur)



         …Complainant

Vs
Public Information Officer,

O/o Distt. Food & Supplies Controller 

Ferozepur

     
   



       ..…Respondent
CC No.  1784/11 

Order
Present: 
None for the Complainant.


For the Respondent: Sh. Kashmir Singh, DFSC
Heard via Video Conference.   

 
In the earlier hearing dated 15.11.2011, the case was ordered to be closed.  However, after the hearing was over, certain objections were received from the complainant and the respondent was directed to provide the complete and relevant information to the complainant, within a fortnight, under intimation to the Commission. 



Respondent present submits that the objections of the complainant were duly removed on 19.12.2011 and the response sent to him by registered post.



I have gone through all the points with the respondent and am of the view that complete point-wise information stands provided.



The complainant has neither given any contact number nor have any objections been received from him.  Therefore, it appears he is satisfied.



Seeing the merits of the case, it is hereby closed and disposed of. 

Copies of order be sent to the parties.

Sd/-

Chandigarh





Mrs. Ravi Singh

Dated: 21.12.2011


      State Information Commissioner 
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO NO. 32-33-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Sh. Om Parkash Sharma,

# 243, Gali- Doctor Mohan Singh, 

Fazilka -152123, Punjab.





        …Complainant

Vs
Public Information Officer,

O/o District Education Officer (EE)

Ferozepur 


     
   



       ..…Respondent
CC No.  3095/11 

Order 
Present: 
Complainant Sh. Om Parkash Sharma in person (94170-41005)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       


For the Respondent: Sh. Rajinder Kumar, Sr. Asstt.-cum-APIO

Heard via Video Conference.   


The original application seeking information has been transferred by the Secretary Education to the DPI (EE) Punjab, Chandigarh vide communication dated 22.07.2011 while vide letter dated 05.08.2011, the office of DPI (EE) Punjab, Chandigarh (Estb.-I Branch) further transferred it to the office of DEO (EE) Ferozepur for providing the information to the applicant.  

 

In view of the contradictory approach adopted by different agencies of the respondent department, the Commission hereby remands the matter to the First Appellate Authority i.e. the Director, Public Instruction (EE) Punjab, Chandigarh and directs it to call all concerned and discuss the matter at length and thereafter, provide the relevant information to the complainant.



In view of the observations made hereinabove, the case is hereby closed and disposed of.  
Copies of order be sent to the parties.

Sd/-

Chandigarh





Mrs. Ravi Singh

Dated: 21.12.2011


      State Information Commissioner 
Copy to:
Director Public Instruction (EE)



Punjab, Chandigarh-cum-First Appellate Authority.



For compliance as directed hereinabove.
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO NO. 32-33-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Sh. Vijesh Grover,

S/o Sh. Ramesh Grover,

R/o 701/8, 

Opposite- Kandhariyan Chowlk,

Namak Mandi, 

Amritsar, Punjab.






        …Complainant

Vs
Public Information Officer,

O/o Municipal Corporation 

Amritsar  


     
   



       ..…Respondent

CC No.  3086/11 

Order
Present: 
None for the Complainant.


For the Respondent: Sh. S.S. Bhatia (98671-65227)



Heard via Video Conference.   


Today Sh. S.S. Bhatia, Respondent present states that he has mailed the information to the Complainant on 30.08.2011. Some objections had been pointed out by the Complainant and same were removed by the respondent.  A registered letter has been sent to the complainant on 19.12.2011. 


I have gone through all the points and am of the view that complete information stands supplied.  

 

Today no objections have been received from the complainant therefore, it seems he is satisfied. 



Therefore, seeing the merits of the case, it is hereby closed and disposed of. 

Copies of order be sent to the parties.

Sd/-

Chandigarh





Mrs. Ravi Singh

Dated: 21.12.2011


      State Information Commissioner 
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO NO. 32-33-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Sh. Gurinder Pal Singh

s/o Sh. Jaswant Singh,

Valmik Chowk,

Jandiala Guru,

Amritsar







        …Complainant

Vs
Public Information Officer,

O/o P.S. Jandiala Guru, 

Amritsar


     
   



       ..…Respondent
CC No.  1814/11 

Order

Present: 
None for the parties. 


Heard via Video Conference.  


In the earlier hearing dated 15.11.2011 it was recorded:-
“One last opportunity is granted to the respondent to provide complete relevant information to Sh. Gurinder Pal Singh, within a fortnight, under intimation to the Commission.  It is further intimated to the respondent that no further extension in time will be granted for complying with the directions of the Commission.

On the next date fixed, the PIO is directed to ensure his personal presence in the hearing.”

 
No information has been provided till date; therefore, PIO Sh. Gurinder Pal Singh is hereby issued a show cause notice as to why a penalty under Section 20(1) of RTI Act, 2005 @ Rs. 250/- per day subject to maximum of Rs. 25,000/- be not imposed on him till the information is furnished.  



In addition to the written reply, the PIO is also hereby given an opportunity u/s 20(1) proviso thereto for a personal hearing before the imposition of such penalty on the next date of hearing.  He may take note that in case he does not file his written reply and does not avail himself of the opportunity of personal hearing on the date fixed, it will be presumed that he has nothing to say and the Commission shall proceed to take further proceedings against him ex parte. 

Contd…..2/-

-:2:- 

 
 
The case will now be heard through Video Conference Facility of NIC available in the office of Deputy Commissioner, Amritsar, on 12.01.2012 at 11 A.M.   
 
Copies of order be sent to the parties.

Sd/-

Chandigarh





Mrs. Ravi Singh

Dated: 21.12.2011


      State Information Commissioner 
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO NO. 32-33-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Sh. Sanjay Sehgal,

SCO -88,

New Rajinder Nagar Market,


Tehsil Road, 

City –Jalandhar, Punjab. 





        …Complainant

Vs
1.
Public Information Officer 

O/o Improvement Trust, 

Ludhiana

2.
Public Information Officer,


First Appellate Authority,

O/o Improvement Trust, 

Ludhiana
     
   




       ..…Respondent
AC No.  1050/11 

Order 

Present: 
None for the Appellant.
For the Respondent: Sh. Karanbir Singh, Accountant-cum-PIO (96468-00664)

 

Heard via Video Conference.   
 
Vide application dated 25.07.2011 complainant sought the following information:-

1. Allotment letter with complete names & Addresses of the allottees.

2. Related “Power of Attorneys” with Complete Name & Addresses.

3. Court orders & notices under which the subject SCO / SCF / Residential & Commercial Plots have been allotted.

4. Any relevant Hon’ble Supreme Court banning allotment under LDP quote, if available in LIT records.

5. Any judgment Hon’ble Supreme Court banning allotment under LDP quota, if available in LIT records.








 Contd…….2/-

-:2:-


6. Any Ludhiana Improvement Trust resolution or approval of the Punjab Gov. regarding subject allotments. 


7. Legal provisions of allotment regarding subject allotments. 


8. Nothing by the Chairman, EO & SE of Ludhiana Improvement Trust regarding subject allotments.” 



It is further the case of Sh. Sanjay Sehgal that when no information was provided, he preferred first appeal before the First Appellate Authority on 01.09.2011.  Still when no information was provided, the instant second appeal has been filed before the Commission on 19.10.2011.


 
Sh. Karan Singh, Respondent states that the information pertains to 150 plots; and seeks one month’s time to compile the information, which is granted. 


The case will now be heard through Video Conference Facility of NIC available in the office of Deputy Commissioner, Ludhiana, on 12.01.2012 at 11 A.M.   

Copies of order be sent to the parties.

Sd/-

Chandigarh





Mrs. Ravi Singh

Dated: 21.12.2011


      State Information Commissioner 
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO NO. 32-33-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH

Sh. Jarnail Singh (Ex-Panch)

S/o Late S. Dasaundha Singh,

VPO Rampur Patti Chandu,

Tehsil- Payal,

Distt. Ludhiana, Punjab. 





        …Complainant

Vs
Public Information Officer 

O/o Civil Surgeon,

Ludhiana

     
   



  
       ..…Respondent

CC No.  3094/11 

Order
Present: 
Complainant Sh. Jarnail Singh in person (95929-50048)

For the Respondent: Dr. Kulwinder Singh, Distt. Health Officer and Dr. Pardeep Sharma, (98884-56296)

Heard via Video Conference.   



Vide application dated 07.07.2011, Sh. Jarnail Singh sought the following information from the respondent regarding issuance of birth certificates: 


“a)
Complete channel of application;

b)
Total time period required for the whole process for getting the birth certificate; 


c)
The authority declared as competent to issue the certificate;

d)
Details of authorities which are to play their respective roles at various levels;

e)
Time prescribed to complete their respective roles, by each of them;

f)
fee needed by each of the authorities for their respective roles;

g)
details of authorities to whom the applicant should approach for redressal of grievances in case of default by any of the above authorities;”



Present complaint before the Commission has been filed on 19.10.2011 stating that no information had been provided.



Today, the respondent present stated that due to breakout of a fire in the office, the records had been destroyed; and an FIR has been duly registered with the PS a copy whereof has been handed over to the applicant-complainant today.









Contd……..2/-

-:2:-



The complainant felt satisfied.



It is, however, noted that there has been inordinate delay in responding to the complainant.  Respondent is warned to be more careful in future while dealing with such matters and the same be attended to on priority.



With the observations made hereinabove, the case is hereby closed and disposed of. 

Copies of order be sent to the parties.

Sd/-

Chandigarh





Mrs. Ravi Singh

Dated: 21.12.2011


      State Information Commissioner 
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO NO. 32-33-34, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH
Sh. Varinder Singh,

Shop no. 184, 

Akal Market,

Chaura Bazar,

Ludhiana, Punjab. 
 





        …Complainant

Vs
Public Information Officer 

O/o Municipal Corporation,
Ludhiana. 

     
   



                  ..…Respondent
CC No.  3074/11 

Order
Present: 
Complainant Sh. Varinder Singh in person


For the Respondent: Sh. Pawan Sood, Inspector (97800-39121)

Heard via Video Conference.   
 

Complainant, in this case, had sought information on various points pertaining to multi-storey parking facility on the elevated road.

 

Today PIO & APIO are not present in the court.  They are busy in some other official work. The respondent present submits that the information has been supplied on 01.08.2011.   Complainant is, however, demanding a copy of the agreement signed by MC in this connection.   Respondent present assured the Commission that it would be provided to the complainant before the next date fixed.


The case will now be heard through Video Conference Facility of NIC available in the office of Deputy Commissioner, Ludhiana, on 12.01.2012 at 11 A.M.   

 

Copies of order be sent to the parties.

Sd/-

Chandigarh





Mrs. Ravi Singh

Dated: 21.12.2011


      State Information Commissioner 
