STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

                 SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh
Sh. Gurinderpal Singh c/o

Lucky Telelinks, Balmik Chowk,Jandiala Guru,

Teh. & Disttt: Amritsar








  --------Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o Commissioner, Municipal Corporation,

Amritsar









    -------Respondent

CC- 3054/2010

ORDER

Present: None for the complainant

     Shri Danesh Kumar, Draftsman on behalf of the respondent


On the last date of hearing, none was present on behalf of the parties and the case was adjourned for today with a direction to the parties to clarify the position.  In his RTI application, the complainant had raised  objections on 4 points and also in the lay out plan provided to him by the respondent on 03.08.2010.  

2
Today, during the hearing, the respondent present submitted that the information has been provided to the complainant vide their letter Nos. 5146 dated 6.10.2010, No. 1305 dated 7.12.2010 and No. 1307 dated 7.12.2010 which have been duly acknowledged by the complainant that he has received the information. Copies of the said letters are taken on record.
3
In view of the above, the case is disposed of and is closed











        Sd/-
Chandigarh





                            (Mrs. Jaspal Kaur)             Dated: 20.12.2010
                                                       State Information Commissioner.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

                 SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh
Smt. Poonam Sharma w/o Sh.Vipan Sharma

# 242, Maqbool Road, Amritsar








  --------Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o Chairman, Improvement Trust, Ranjit Avenue,

Amritsar









    -------Respondent

CC-3119 /10

ORDER

Present: None for the complainant
   Shri Gurnam Singh, PIO/EO


In compliance of the order dated 22.11.2010, the PIO appeared and submitted that the information has been supplied to the complainant by Registered post.  Despite due and adequate notice, the complainant has not appeared.  As nothing contrary has been heard from him, it is presumed that he has got the information and is satisfied with the same. 
3
Case stands disposed of and is closed as such 










        Sd/-
Chandigarh





                            (Mrs. Jaspal Kaur)             Dated: 20.12.2010
                                                       State Information Commissioner.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

                SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh
Sh.Balbir Chand s/o Sh.Swaran Dass

Village Guru Nanak Pura Beas, Teh. Baba Bakala

Distt : Amritsar








  --------Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o B.D.P.O., Block Rayya

Distt: Amritsar









    -------Respondent

CC-3115 /10




            

  ORDER

Present: Complainant in person


    None for the respondent

In compliance of the order dated 22.11.2010, the respondent has filed an Affidavit regarding non existence of the record in question.  The same has been taken on record and copy thereof has been handed over to the complainant.  The complainant states that he wants more information.  So far as the present RTI application is concerned, information stands provided to him.  In case, he wants to get some additional information regarding the development made by the present Sarpach,  he may file a separate application in accordance with the provisions of RTI Act

2
The case stands disposed of and is closed with the above observations.











Sd/-
Chandigarh





                            (Mrs. Jaspal Kaur)             Dated: 20.12.2010
                                                       State Information Commissioner.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

                 SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh
Sh.Om Parkash s/o Late Sh.Krishan Lal

Ward No.9, Lehragaga

Distt: Sangrur








  --------Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o  Nagar Panchyat , 

Moonak, Distt: Sangrur








    -------Respondent

CC-3111 /10

ORDER

Present: Shri Kamal Anand alongwith the complainant


   Shri  Ramesh Kumar, PIO/Accountant for the respondent


On the last date of hearing held on 22.11.2010, the respondent had submitted that the complainant was asked to deposit the  requisite fee after which he could be provided the information but he failed to do so.  The complainant, therefore, advised to  get the information from the respondent-department after depositing the requisite fee.  
2
Today, during the hearing, the complainant stated that the letter No. 1267 dated 03.09.2010 written by th e PIO to his address regarding depositing of fee towards payment of photo copies has not been received by him. He further stated that the PIO should give proof of registry of the said letter.
3
The complainant had filed his RTI application to the PIO/Nagar Panchayat, Moonak on 18.08.2010 seeking the information.  Vide his letter dated 03.09.2010, the respondent intimated the complainant to deposit  the fee in accordance with the provisions of  section 7(3) of the RTI Act for  providing him photo copies of the information in question  but he failed to do so.  The complainant was required to deposit the requisite fee in accordance with the provisions of the RTI Act be he has not done so.  Thus, the action of the respondent in not providing him the information, cannot be faulted with.  

4
The case stands disposed of and is closed as such.












Sd/-
Chandigarh





                            (Mrs. Jaspal Kaur)             Dated: 20.12.2010
                                                       State Information Commissioner.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

                 SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh


   Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Pali Ram, Ex-Sarpanch,

S/o Shri Ram Chand,

Vill: Sural Kalan, PO: Ugani,

Tehsil: Rajpura,

District : Patiala.


                                                          --------Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o Block Development & Panchayat Officer,

 Rajpura,                                                                                                              -------Respondent

CC-2549/2010

ORDER
Present: None for the parties


None has appeared on behalf of both the parties. 
 The complainant had filed a complainant dated 13.08.2010 before the Commission  with regard to his RTI application dated 17.03.2010 seeking information regarding  Notification  of Punjab Government about  the provision  of compensation for the land acquired by the Government.  The case was listed for hearing on 27.10.2010 but none had appeared on behalf of the respondent and the case was adjourned  to 29.11.2010 with a direction to the PIO to be present in person along with the information to be provided to the complainant.  Again  none for the parties appeared on 29.11.2010 and the case was adjourned for today with a similar direction to the PIO.  Even today, neither the respondent nor the complainant has appeared to clarify the position.  They have also not sent any communication in this behalf.

Since there is  no intimation on behalf of the complainant as to whether the information has been provided to him or not, it is presumed  that he is not interested to pursue his case.  As such the case is dismissed for non prosecution. 










          Sd/-
Chandigarh





                            (Mrs. Jaspal Kaur)             Dated: 20.12.2010
                                                       State Information Commissioner.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

                   SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh



            Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Kumari Ritu Wadhwa,

D/o Sh.Om Parkash Wadhwa,

C/o RTI Awareness Forum,

T-17/693, Main Bazar Chowk

Kartar Khazana, Amritsar-143 001.
                                                             --------Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o Executive Officer,

Improvement Trust, Amritsar.                                                                              -----Respondent

CC No.2547 of 2010

ORDER

Present: Shri S.K.Sharma, Advocate for the complainant


     Shri Gurnam Singh, PIO

In compliance of the order dated 29.11.2010, the PIO appeared and submitted that information on points No. 1 and 2 has been provided to the complainant. As regards, the remaining information, he submitted that he would again search out the record  failing which he will file an Affidavit regarding non-existence of the record in his office.  He further submitted that the complainant is also contesting this case in the Hon’ble High Court and the matter is sub-judice 
2
Final opportunity is granted to the PIO to provide the information to the complainant within 20 days from today or to file an Affidavit regarding non-existence of the record failing which ex-parte decision  shall be taken regarding imposition of penalty and award of compensation etc. 

3
Adjourned to 24.01.2011 for compliance











          Sd/-
Chandigarh





                            (Mrs. Jaspal Kaur)             Dated: 20.12.2010
                                                       State Information Commissioner.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

                   SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh



            Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Ms Monica Arora,

D/o Shri Amar Nath Arora,

C/o Shri S.R.Sharma & Associats,

51-Hide Market, Opp: Sabzi Mandi,

Near Assian Batteries,

Amritsar-143001.


                                                               -------Complainant

Vs..  
Public Information Officer,

O/o Executive Officer,

Improvement Trust, Amritsar.                                                                              ----- Respondent

CC No.2519 of 2010

ORDER

Present: -
Shri S.K.Sharma, Advocate for the complainant
Shri Gurnam Singh PIO/Improvement Trust, Amritsar



In compliance of the order dated 29.11.2010, the PIO appeared and submitted that one more chance may be given to him to search out the record in his office.   He further submitted that in case he could not locate the record, he would file an Affidavit regarding non-existence of the record. Copy of written reply filed by the PIO has been taken on record.
2
As a matter of indulgence last opportunity is given to the PIO to provide the information or to file an Affidavit regarding non existence of the record in question within 20 days from today failing which ex-parte decision shall be taken regarding imposition of penalty or award of compensation etc. under the provisions of the RTI Act.
3
Adjourned to 24.01.2011 for compliance










          Sd/-
Chandigarh





                            (Mrs. Jaspal Kaur)             Dated: 20.12.2010
                                                       State Information Commissioner.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

                  SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh



     Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Harbhajan Singh,

S/o Shri Hazura Singh,

R/o Khalwara Gate,

Phagwara, 

District: Kapurthala.
                                                                                       --------Appellant

Vs.
Public Information Officer,

O/o Executive Officer,

Improvement Trust, Phagwara

Distt: Kapurthala..





     -----Respondent

CC-2850/2010

ORDER

Present:  Shri Sapan Dhir, Advocate for the complainant


   Shri Jagdip Kumar, Accounts Clerk for the respondent


In response to the order dated 29.11.2010, a representative of the PIO appeared and produced before the Commission information to be provided to the complainant. He further submitted that this was sent to the complainant under registered cover but came back undelivered with the remarks that the addressee is in jail.  The same was handed over to the complainant.  After going through the same, the complainant  pointed out certain deficiencies therein in regard to point No. 10, 13 and 14.  The respondent present further submitted that the information asked for by the complainant does not relate to their department.
2
The complainant may point out the deficiencies in writing to the PIO who will make up the same and provide complete information to the complainant before the next date of hearing. Since the RTI application was not transferred under section 6(3) of the RTI Act, the information be procured from the concerned departments and provided to the complainant at his address by registered post.
3
Adjourned to 19.01.2011 at 2.00 PM for compliance 












Sd/-
Chandigarh





                            (Mrs. Jaspal Kaur)             Dated: 20.12.2010
                                                       State Information Commissioner.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

                 SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh


      Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh.Raj Pal Madan,

91, Krishana Square-I,

Shivala Road,

Amritsar, Punjab.


                                                          --------Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o Executive Officer,

Improvement Trust, Amritsar.                                                                         -------Respondent

CC No.2385 of 2010

ORDER

Present: -
Complainant in person

Shri Gurnam Singh, PIO/Improvement Trust, Amritsar 


In response to the order dated 29.11.2010, the PIO appeared and submitted that one more chance may be given to him to search out the record in his office.  He further submitted that in case, he could not locate the record in question, he will file an Affidavit in regard to non-existence of the record.
2
As a matter of indulgence, last opportunity is granted to the PIO to provide the information or to file an Affidavit in regard to non-existence of the record within 20 days from today failing which ex-parte decision shall be taken regarding imposition of penalty or award of compensation etc. 

3
Adjourned to 24.01.2011 at 2.00 PM for compliance












Sd/-
Chandigarh





                            (Mrs. Jaspal Kaur)             Dated: 20.12.2010
                                                       State Information Commissioner.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

                  SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh



     Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh.Gurmukh Singh,

# 195, Phase-4,

Mohali-160051.
                                                                                  --------Complainant

Vs.
Public Information Officer,

O/o Executive Officer,

Nagar Council, Phillaur,

District: Jalandhar.







     -----Respondent

CC-2829/2010

ORDER

Present: Complainant in person


   Shri Sudhir Pal, Accountant/PIO


In compliance of the order dated 25.11.2010, the respondent has filed Affidavit in regard to non-existence of the record.  A copy of the same has been handed over to the complainant.  On the other hand, the complainant stated that he is not satisfied with the same.  
2
In Para 5 of the Affidavit, it is stated that as per his knowledge there is no record available in the Nagar Council in respect of ownership of  land of Shri Ram Prakash except the record about transfer given by Shri Makkar
3
In view of the above, the information stands provided to the complainant and no further action is required.  As such, the case is disposed of and is closed.











Sd/-
Chandigarh





                            (Mrs. Jaspal Kaur)             Dated: 20.12.2010
                                                       State Information Commissioner.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

                 SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh
Sh.Vikramjit Singh Bajwa s/o Sh. Kamaljit Singh

Village Kakrala Bhaika, Teh. . Samana, 

Distt: Patiala






  --------Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o B.D.P.O.

Samana






    -------Respondent

CC- 3118/10

ORDER

Present: Complainant in person


    Shri Sukhchain Singh, Panchayat Secretary for the respondent


In response to the order of this Commission dated 22.11. 2010, a representative of the PIO appeared and submitted a letter dated 18.12.2010 whereby the record of Gram Panchayat pertaining to period from 15.01.2010 to 31.08.2010 has been sent to the complainant by Registered post.  He has also produced proof of registry in this regard.   On the other hand, the complainant stated that he has not received the information as yet.  He further stated that the respondent has not provided him the record for the period from 01.08.2008 to December 2009 intentionally and has supplied  him record only for the year 2008-2009. The respondent present submitted that he has taken over the charge only on 08.12.2009 and that the record pertaining to the period August 1998 to December 2009 has not been handed over to him by his predecessor. He has written to the BDPO vide his letter dated 03.09.2010 for providing him the concerned record and as soon as the same is supplied to  him, , the information will be provided  to the complainant 
3
On a perusal of the record, it has been seen that in his original RTI application, the complainant had not sought information pertaining to the period from 1998 to 2009 as he has mentioned in the complaint filed with the Commission.  However, in point No.1, he has sought information regarding details of  monthly pension  for the period August 2008 to 2010.  The BDPO, Samana is directed to provide this information to the complainant before the next date of hearing. 
 3
Adjourned to 19.01.2011 at 2.00 PM for compliance











Sd/-
Chandigarh





                            (Mrs. Jaspal Kaur)             Dated: 20.12.2010
                                                       State Information Commissioner.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

                 SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh
Sh.Tarlochan Singh Sethi,

Ward No.04/80, Railway Road,.

Doraha-141421








  --------Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o Principal Secretary, Local Government, Punjab

Chandigarh

FAA:    -do-









    -------Respondent

AC 774/ 10

ORDER

Present: Appellant in person


  None for the respondent


The case was earlier heard on 22.11.2010 when the PIO was not present. He was directed to provide the requisite information to the appellant  within 15 days regarding the action taken on the complaint filed by the complainant before the Governor.  Today, during the hearing, the appellant stated that he has not received the information till date.  He further stated that he has received a telephonic call  from Shri Jagdish Kumar who had written a letter to the Deputy Director, Urban and Local Bodies, Ludhiana regarding supply of information  about the action taken on the RTI application.  He asked him about the subject matter about which the information was to be provided.
2
From the above, it appears that the PIO has taken the RTI application in a casual manner and has not bothered to provide the information within the stipulated period. The Commission takes serious view of such an callous attitude on the part of the respondent PIO.  He is directed to provide the information to the appellant within 20 days from the date of receipt of a copy of this order failing which  coercive steps shall be taken against him under the provisions of the RTI Act. 
3
Adjourned to 19.01.2011 at 2.00 PM when the PIO shall be present in person to clarify the position about delay in providing the information to the appellant.











          Sd/-
Chandigarh





                            (Mrs. Jaspal Kaur)             Dated: 20.12.2010
                                                       State Information Commissioner.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

                   SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh



            Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com
Kumari Ritu Wadhwa,

D/o Sh.Om Parkash Wadhwa,

C/o RTI Awareness Forum,

T-17/693, Main Bazar Chowk

Kartar Khazana, Amritsar-143 001.
                                                             --------Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer,8

O/o Executive Officer,

Improvement Trust, Amritsar.                                                                              -------Respondent

CC No. 2537 of  2010

ORDER

Present: - Shri S.K.Sharma, Advocate for the complainant                                                                                                                                                                  

      Shri Gurnam Singh, PIO/Improvement Trust, Amritsar
The PIO submitted that the information has been provided to the complainant.  The complainant states that he has received the information and is satisfied with the same. 
2
On a perusal of the record it is found that the complainant had filed her RTI application before the PIO/Improvement Trust, Amritsar on 07.11.2009 seeking the information regarding property acquired under Khem Karan Scheme.  On getting no response from the respondent department to her RTI application, she filed a complainant with the Commission on 04.08.2010.  Notice of hearing was  served on  18.08.2010 but the respondent/PIO failed to provide complete information to the complainant even after four hearings held on 22.9.2010, 27.10.2010, 29.11.2010 and 20.12.2010.  Complete information is stated to have been provided to her only after the fourth hearing held on 20.12.2010. 
 It is a sorry state of affairs that the respondent-department took such a long time in providing the information to the complainant.  Clearly, there is inordinate delay on the part of the respondent-department in dealing with the RTI application which has caused not  only unnecessary harassment but also financial loss to the complainant who has to travel to Chandigarh to attend the hearings for four times. It is a fit case where compensation should be awarded to the complainant under section 19(8)(b) of the RTI Act.  The complainant is, therefore, awarded compensation of Rs. 5000/- which should be paid by the respondent-department to the complainant through a cheque from Government funds  before the next date of hearing.  Even though the PIO also deserves to be penalized for the delay in providing complete information to the complainant, but keeping in view the facts and circumstances of the case, the Commission is of the view that a warning should be given to him to be careful in future in the matter of dealing with the RTI applications within the stipulated period.  
2

Adjourned to 24.01.2011 at 2.00 PM for compliance










           Sd/-
Chandigarh





                            (Mrs. Jaspal Kaur)             Dated: 20.12.2010
                                                       State Information Commissioner.
