STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector -17-C, CHANDIGARH

Sh. Deputy Rai,

S/o Sh. Fazuir Chand,

SCF No. 18, New Dana Mandi Road,

Phagwara, Punjab

 …………………………….Appellant

Vs.

1.
Public Information Officer 

O/o Punjab State Information Commission, Punjab

Chandigarh

2.
First Appellate Authority

O/o Punjab State Information Commission, Punjab

Chandigarh

………………………………..Respondent

AC No. 639 of 2010

Present:
(i) Sh. Surinder Mohan Bhanot, on behalf of the Appellant



(ii) Sh. Ravinder K.Arora, PIO, the Respondent.

Order


Heard

2.
The case relates to seeking information regarding head wise total expenditure for the entire SIC, Punjab for the period 01.01.2009 to 31.12.2009. Initial request was filed on 23.02.2010, which had been received by the Respondent vide diary No. 3295 dated 25.02.2010. On not being satisfied with the response, the Appellant approached the First Appellate Authority on 11.04.2010 and subsequently the Commission on 19.07.2010.

3.
Appellant states that the First Appellate Authority had directed the PIO on 19.05.2010 to provide information for the period 01.01.2009 to 31.03.2009 and from 01.04.2009 to 31.12.2009 within fifteen days. It has yet not been provided. He also requests that action, as per RTI Act, should be initiated against the PIO for not complying with the order of the First Appellate Authority. 
4.
In response, the PIO-Respondent submits that information for the period 01.01.2009 to 31.12.2009 does not exist in the form sought by the Appellant. He clarifies 
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that expenditure record is being kept for the financial year i.e from 01.04.2008 to 31.03.2009 and not as per calendar year as sought by the Appellant. He further states that information can be provided either from 01.04.2008 to 31.03.2009 or from 01.04.2009 to 31.03.2010 and that Appellant should pay the RTI fee accordingly.
3.
We have carefully perused all documents on record and heard both the parties. We are of the view:-
(a)
Information demanded by the Appellant from the period 01.01.2009 to 31.12.2009 i.e for the calendar year is not maintained by the Respondent. Information is maintained as per financial year i.e from 01.04.2008 to 31.03.2009.

(b)
Since, the Appellant wants information from calendar year i.e 1st Jan to 31st December 2009, documents relating to the two financial years have to be supplied.

(c)
Therefore, the Appellant  may pay the RTI fee for the documents for the two financial years 01.04.2008 to 31.03.2009 and 01.04.2009 to 31.03.2010, as information for the calendar year sought by him can not be provided by splitting the documents as it would disproportionately divert the resources of the Public Authority.

(d)
Respondent will intimate the fee to be deposited by the Appellant within ten days. On receipt of the amount to be deposited, the Respondent will be duty bound to provide the information for the two financial years, as per para (C).

4.
Adjourned to 07.09.2010 (2.00 PM) for further proceedings. Copies of the order be sent to the parties.


                                                      (Kulbir Singh)








State Information Commissioner
( D.S.Kahlon)

State Information Commissioner

Dated: 19th August, 2010
 

