STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri N.S.Sidhu, Village Kheerniyan,

P.O.  Mushakiabad via Samrala,

District Ludhiana.






      -------------Appellant






Vs. 

The Public Information Officer

o/o the Executive Engineer, Sirhind Canal Circle,

Ludhiana.

FAA-Superintending Engineer,

Sirhind Canal Circle,

Ludhiana.






      -------------Respondents.

AC No.   1335  of 2011

ORDER



The appellant had moved an application on 24.10.2011seeking purely personal information pertaining to reimbursement of his medical bills by the office of the Executive Engineer,  Sirhind Canals.  The appellant is a retired Sub Divisional Officer of the respondent-department and having not received details, he has come to the State Information Commission vide an application received in the Commission on 25.9.2012.

2.

The respondent filed a written reply.  It was averred that due reply was sent to the respondent by the Executive Engineer, Sidhwan Nahar Division’s No.8082/98-M dated 12.12.2011, a copy of which has been placed on the record of the case file. It was further submitted that the medical reimbursement bill was in fact earlier dealt with vide Executive Engineer, Sidhwan Canal Division’s No.1096/98-M dated 4.2.2011 and the delay occurred entirely because of certain deficiencies in the bill.  It was pleaded that a medical bill submitted by an employee has to conform to certain procedural requirements/verifications and that unless deficiencies were removed by the appellant, the amount could not be reimbursed.
3.

I have heard the parties and gone through the record.  The case of the respondent is that the bill was returned with certain objections and therefore, the bill could not be paid.  The appellant on the other hand insisted that he had resent the bill by ordinary post. Therefore, the respondent was directed to reverify from its record, if the bill was received back or not after removal of objections.

4.

Finally, it appears that after removal of the objections, the bill has been submitted to the Treasury Officer under intimation to the appellant.  Thus, the present position of the medical reimbursement bill has been duly conveyed to the appellant.

5.

It is a fact that the reimbursement of the bill has taken lot of time.  This aspect, however, is not within the jurisdiction of the Information Commission.  It has limited authority to see whether the information was furnished in time or not.  In this case, the bill was returned with objections and this position was brought to the notice of the retired employee.  The delay was purely procedural and was not intentional or without a reasonable cause.  Hence, I do not impose any penalty and dispose of the case with the observation that the respondent-department should be more prompt in attending to his own former employees, particularly when dealing with the medical bills.
      ( R.I. Singh)

December 26, 2012





Chief Information Commissioner
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STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

S.C.O.84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH.


(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Jaspalvir Singh,134









Hardev Nagar, Kapurthala Road,

Jalandhar.








--Appellant






Vs

The Public Information Officer,







o/o Sikh Missionary College,

# 1051/14, Field Ganj, Ludhiana

FAA Sikh Missionary College,

# 1051/14, Field Ganj, Ludhiana. 




---Respondents

AC No. 374 of 2012

ORDER


To come up for pronouncement of order on 31.12.2012 at 11.00 A.M.  Issue notice to the parties accordingly.


     







        (R.I. Singh)

 Dated :  December 26, 2012



Chief Information Commissioner
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